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THE 


PREFACE. 


10 the itte of the Deceaſed. and 


the F lock under my Care. 


Dear Friends and Brethren, 


HEN I delivered the following Diſcourſes, 
I had no Thoughts of making them more 
public. But, after repeated Requeſts, both 
from you and ſome others, to commit them to the Preſs, 
T have prevailed upon myſelf to comply, though with 
very much Reluctance; being deeply conſcious, how 
unable I am, for any Thing worthy to ſee the Light. 
am ſenſible, I have, in this Compliance, expoſed my 


Weakneſs, which is not ſmall. However, this gives 
me little Concern, if I have not, herein, expoſed that 


good Cauſe, for which ] defire faithfully to contend. 
This would give me ten thouſand Times more Pain, 
than all the Scorn and Contempt, that a criticizing 
Generation may caſt upon me, for my Deficiencies in 
other Reſpects. On the contrary, if the Truths herein 


ſtated, and what is offered for their ſupport, ſhall be 


acknowledged and received, as founded upon, and con- 


' fonant to, the Oracles of God; and, under his Bleſſing, 


contribute, in the leaſt Degree, to the Strength, Stabi- 
lity, or Comfort of any of the weak Babes in Chriſt, 
and provoke them to ſerve and giorify God, for his 
Grace beſtowed upon them; or be a Means of any Con- 
w1tHion to Gainſayers, and Reformation from what in 
them, is contrary to the Law and Goſpel of God ; this 

A 2 will 


iv _ C Il _ 


ill afford me infinitely more Pleaſure, than the hig heſt 
Applauſe, that can puſibly be obtained ſrom a gay "and 
polite World. 

The Subſtance of theſe Diſcourſes, you chill find to be 
the ſame delivered from the Pulpit : The Phraſe, Per- 
haps, had been more jo, Þ ad I found Time, and Free- 
dom, to have wrote them out, tmmedictely upon your 
Requeſt. But, in this I am poſii ive, that no Thounht, 
then held forth, 7s mere obliviated, nor any other Ideas | 
ſuggeſted. As I hope they were (through the Opera- 
tion of God the Spirit, who epens the {Fearts of bis 
People, that they may attend to his Word) cordially 
received by you, and made ſerviceable tc you while in | 
preaching z; ſo, that they may meet with the ſame 
Acceptance, and be attended with the ſame Succeſs, 
wherever read, is the Pr ayers and I hope will be the | 
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2 E C H. v. 7. 
— Aud be ſhall bring forth the Head. ſtone thereef 


with ants crying; Grace, Grace, unto it. 


HE Lord having bete te his 
Threatenings upon Judah and e 


1 in their Seventy Years Captivity i 
Babylon; and being ſtill mindful of his 


Covenant, and faithful to his Promiſe ; lie graci- 
ouſly delivered them from that Thraldom, and 
brought them again into their own Land, that 


they might rebuild his Temple, reſtore his pure 


Worſhip, and enjoy their former Priviteges: This 
Deliverance they joyfully accepted; and chearfully 
undertook the Work: But meeting with much 
Oppoſition to it, they were diſcouraged from it, 
and for a long Time neglected it; 10 that this 


Houſe lay Waſte, this Worlhip, and theſe Pri- 
vileges, were not attended to; but every Man ran 


to his own Houſe, as if the Time to build the 
Lord's Houſe was not yet come. This Conduct 


was very diſpleaſing to the Lord; and, therefore, 
he ſent his Prophets to teſtify againſt it, and per- 
ſuade them from it. Theſe Prophets, were Haggai 


and Zechariah : The latter of whom we find, in 


the former Part of this Book, reproving the Fews 
tor their evil Conduct, and exhorting them 10 
leave their Sins, and turn to God: To which they 
are encouraged by God's tender Care for Jeruſalem z 
his ized Reſolution to fave her from all 1 Power 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


| 2 
and Fury of her Enemies; and to profper his Peo- 
ple in the important Work of rebuilding the Tem- 
ple. He endeavours to quicken them to the 
Purſuit of this Work; in which he directs his 
Speech, more eſpecially to 7oſpza and Zorobabel, 


Governors of this People. 


And as what we have in the foregoing Chapter, 9 


is for the Encouragement of Jeſbua; ſo what we 
have in this, is, for the ſame End, directed to 


Zorobalel. In the Beginning of the Chapter, we | 
Hd the Angel; by whom we are to underſtand our 


Lord Jeſus Chi, the Angel, or Meſſenger, of the 


Covenant; who makes known the Meſſages of | 


his F ather, in his Love and Grace to his People; 
I lay, we find this Angel, preſenting the Prophet 
with another Viſon, diftin& from what he had ſeen 
before : In which he ſhews him a Candleſtick all of 
Gold. This Candleſtick, repreſented the Church; 


fee Rev. i. 12.40. Who, like a Candlgtict, 


has no Light naturally in her, for all ſhe has is 


from Chritt; Who is a Light, to lighten the Gen- 
files, and communicates. to his Church the Light 


of Grace and Truth, Faith and Holineſs; fo that 
ſhe becomes Light in the Lord *, and the Pillar 


and Ground of Truth ®, And whereas this Caudle- 


flick is all of Gold; this ſhews the Purity of the 
Church, her Solidity and Perpetuity, notwithitand- 


ing all the fiery Trials that paſs upon her; as alſo, 


how dear and precious ſhe is in the Sight of God. 


The ſeven Lamps, appertaining to this Candleſtick, 
may perhaps ſhadow out the ſeveral Graces of the 


Church ; which are as ſo many burning and ſhin- 
ing Lights, and are all maintained and kept alive 


by continual Flows of Divine Grace. And the | 
bowl, the ſeven Pipes, the two Olive-Trees, &c. 


not to ſpend Time, nor be too curious in deſcend- 
ing upon Particulars; ; may, in general, fet forth 
tone 


Toh. V. 8. 1 Tims. in +6, 
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; thoſe Flows of Grace from God tlie F ather, throug! 

Immanuel the Son, by the Holy Ghoſt ; mathe 

with the Means made uſe of in communicating 
them; verſe 1, 1, 3. 
content ourſelves with merely 
| Works and Word of God, but {eel to know what 
is therein held forth for our Inſtruction and Edifi- 
cation; ſo the Prophet, having ſeen the Viſton, is 
deſirous to know the Meaning of it, after which 
| he enquires of the Angel, with an humble Confeſ- 
ſion of his own Ignorance, verſe 4, 5. And the 
| Angel, as ready to inſtruct him, anſwered, ſaying, 
| This is the Mord of the Lord unto Zorobabel, verſe 
6. He does not deſcend into Particulars in the 


Now as we ſhould not 
looking upon the 


Viſion, but gives him the Scope thereof; which is 
the Mind of the Lord to Zorobabel, wiz. God 


herein ſets forth unto Zorobabel, not only his ten- 


der Care for his Church, and his Conftancy in 


ſupplying all her Needs; but alſo his Reſolution 
* aſſiſf him in, and carry him through, the 


Work of building the Temple ; ſo that this Work 


ſhould be done, though not by human Might or 


Power, yet by the Spirit of the Lord of Hoſts. 


The divine Bleſſing ſhould attend this Work, and 
bring it to Perfection, in ſpite of all the Oppoſi- 
tion made to it: 


Hence it follows, in the ver/e in 
which my Text lies; h art thou, O great Mouns 


tain? before Lorobabel thou ſhalt become a Plain. 


Zorobabel, in building the Temple, met with 
much Oppoſition: from the Adverſaries of Irael e. 
theſe Adverſaries, and their Oppoſition, are here 
compared to a great Mguutain: They were many, 


and their Oppoſition ſtrong; and BO VEGE, and 


his followers, were but few and feeble d. But to 
ſhew with what Eaſe and Safety he ſhould over- 
come them, and perform his Work; he is told, 
this Mountain ſnould become 3 Plain before kim; 

God 
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God would confound the Power and Policy of all 


his Enemies, remove every Obſtacle out of the 


Way; fo that he ſhould Fnith his Work, compleat 
the Building, by bringing forth the Head. ſtone, or 


laſt Stone thereof, which ſhould be Matter of Joy . 


and Triumph ; and. therefore brought forth with 
Shoutings : And the Hand of the Lord ſhould 
be ſo conſpicuouſly maniteſted in this Work, that 


they ſhould freely acknowledge him in it; and 


aſcribe it purely to his good Pleaſure toward them, 


to his Love and Grace which was with them, and 


acted for them. Therefore, it ſhould not only be 


brought forth with Shoutings : but with crying, 


Grace, Grace, unto it. 


This. to me, ſeems to be the immediate Deſign | 
of the Text: But then, all theſe were but Shadows | 
of good Things to come. The Subſtance, the | 


Spirit, and Liſe of the Text are yet behind. Glo- 
rious Goſpel Truths were couched under theſe 
Shadows, which concern the Church, and are for 


her Comfort and Edification to the End of Time. 


And no doubt the Lord, while he ſet forth his 
Reſolution to aſſiſt Zorobabel, in building the 
Temple, and to eſtabliſh his Worſhip there; did 


deſign to direct the Minds of the People through , | 
Zorobabel, the earthly Temple, and all thoſe ——_ = 
Things, to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Church, | 


and all the ſpiritual Privileges, and heavenly Bleſ. 


ſings, conferred upon this ſpiritual Building ; to- | 
gether with the Grace and Love of God, therein | 


manifeſted. 


Permit me, therefore, to give you this more re- 
mote Senſe of the Text in a few Particulars. | 
And Firſt, The Temple at Feru/alem, the Build- |} 

ing here referred to, was a Type or Figure of the | 


Church of Chriſt. Hence the Church is called, 
te Temple f the Living God ©. 
The 


« 2 Cor. vi. 16; 
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The Saints, as ſo many lively Stones, being 
cemented together by divine Love, conſtitute a 
| ſpiritual Houſe *. Being called by Grace, they 
are built upon Jeſus Chrijt, that Foundation laid by 
the Apoſtles and Prophets; in whom all the Build- 
ing, fitly framed together, groweth unto An holy 
' TEMPLE in the Lord s. 


Secondly, Zorobalel, the Perſon here ſpoken of, 


was a Type of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. As moſt” 
of the Kings of Iſrael, were in ſome Things typical 
of our Redeemer, the King of Saints, or Governor 
of his ſpiritual Hyael; fo Zerobabel ſeems to be in 
ſeveral Things, and particularly in building the 
, Temple : For, as he both laid the Foundation and 
finiſhed it; ſo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, both begins, 
carries on, and compleats that important Work, of 

building his Church, the ſpiritual TzemeLE : He is 
the Man whole Name is the BRAN HH; Who grew 
up out of his Place, out of the Roots of Feſſe *, as 
a tender Plant out of a dry Ground * ; who ſhall- 
build the TEMPLE of the Lord. His Hand digs 


every Stone out of the Rock, fits it for, brings it 


to, and lays it on, this magnificent But! ding, or 
which he is both the Foundation and Archited.. 
Matt. xvi. 18. Upon this Rock will I build my 
Church ; and the Gates of Hell Kat not prevail aid „ 


10. 


T; birdly, As Zorababel met wich: Oppoſition | in. 
building the Temple; Mountains lay in his Way in 
order to obſtruct and prevent this Work: So our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in building his Church, in ſaving 


and bringing to glory his Elect, meets with much 


Oppoſition from Six, Satan, and the World. Vea, 
thoſe who conſtitute this ſpiritual Houſe, are Ene- 


mies to, and oppoſe this Work, *till divine Grace 
turn their diſobedient Hearts to the Wiſdom of the 


Juſt, 


% e. 1 0 $ Eph. ii. 20, 21. Zech. vi. 42; 13: 
+ Ita, xi. 1. * Chap. liii. 2, 


I..] 
Juſt, and reconcile them to God, by che Blood of 
the Croſs. 


Fourthly, As Zorobabel was to finiſh the Work, 


and did finiſh it in ſpite of all his Enemies and their 


Oppoſition; ſo our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, notwithſtand- 
ing Earth and Hell be engaged againſt him, in 
building his Church, yet the Work ſhall be done ;- 
even Mountains ſhall become a Plain before him ; 

for in this Work he travels in the greatneſs of bis 


| Strength), who has all Potver in Heaven and Earth, 


And therefore this Building ſhall be compleated, 


not one of the Stones ſhall be left unpoliſhed, or | 
not laid up in its proper Place; not one of his EletF 
ſhall be left in Sin and Miſery, nor fall ſhort of eter- 
nal Glory. He ſhall bring forth the Head-Stone, he 


mult bring in, and give eternal Life to, as many u 
the Father = given him”. 

_ Fifmbly, By the Heod-Stone, 15 not repreſented! 
our Lord Fa Chriſt; though he be the Stone 
which the Builders rejected, and the Head of the 
Corner : For he is the Laſt as well-as the Firſt- 
in this Building, the Head of the Body the Church d;, 
yet he is not here intended, for he is to bring this: 
Stone forth; and therefore muſt be diſtinct from it. 

Nor does it repreſent eternal Glory : This it is- 


true is the Head, or Crown of our Felicity, the 


Crown which the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give d, 
and which ſhall be brought forth; for it is that 
Grace that is to be brought unto us at the Revelation 


, Jeſus Chrift*, But then, I think, this is no where 


called a Stone, or reckoned any Part of the Build- 


ing, but a Bleſſing conferred upon it. Wherefore, 
by the Head-Stone, is repreſented the laſt Member 
of the Church of Chriſt, that ſhall'be called by his 


TD, and brought as a lively Stone to this ſpiritual 


Heouſe, 

1 Ila. tx 1; * Matth. Xxvii. 18, n John, 10. 16, 

and xvii, 2. o Pſal. cxviti. 22. bp Col. i. 18. q 2 Tim. 
«8. 1 Pet. i. 13. ä 


252 


2 — +. er PAS — — 2 8 — 0 co — hu '® 


* 3 
FI 1 * 


ſenſe of the Text 
deavour to proſecute, the Obſervations which na- 


11 


Houſe, and may hold forth the Certainty of all 


God's Elect being brought in, delivered from Sin 
and Miſery, and brought to Glory. 


Silly, This ſhall be with Shoutings ; which may 


| be ive of that Joy and Triumph, which ſhall 


commence, upon the Completion of this Work, 
when all the predeſtinated Seed are gathered in, and 


brought to Glory: When he Ranſomed of the Lord. 


come to Zion with Songs, end everlaſiing Foy upon 


their Heads, and ebtcin that perfect Joy and Glad- 


neſs, ſo that Sorrow and Sighing for ever flee away ®. 

_ Seventhly, We have the Theme of their Triumph, 
or the Subject ſhouted forth, and that is Grace; 
Grace, Grace, unto it. 
is ſhouted, intends not the Head-Szone, abſtractly 

\ conſidered from the reſt of the Building, but = 
whole of the Building to which it is added. For 
every Stone in this Building are the Subjects of 
rich, free, and fovereign Grace, to which they are 


everlaſtingly obliged, for their being ſaved from Sin 


and Miſery, and brought to the Enjoy ment of God. 
And all in Heaven wall harmoniouſly unite in this 


Shout; all the ſhining Inhabitants of that glorious 
| World, will be perfectly of one Mind, as in all 

other Things, ſo in reference to the Salvation and 
both as to the Matter, 


the firſt Cauſe, and laſt E nd thereof : All the Veſſels 
| of Mercy, will have 2 full and everlaſting Convic- 


Glorification of the Elect; 


tion of that feet Truth, which ſupported the 


Mind, and rejoiced the Soul of our dear Brother, 
in his dying Agonies, By Grace ye are /aved*. _ 


Having given you what I apprehend to be the 
I ſhall now attend to, and en- 


turally ariſe from the Words, as thus opened, which 
are theſe : 


Ila. xxxv. 10. Eph. ii. 8. 


T 


The Subject to which Grace 


I. That 
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f. That the i important Work of ſaving the Ele? | 


and bringing them to Glory, is committed to our | 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, our ſpiritual Zorobabel, — | 


IT. That whatſoever Oppoſition lies in the Way | 
of this Work, yet it ſhall be done. 


II. That this Work 18 of Grace.” Dn ' 


IV. That the Completion of it will afford abun- 
| dance of Joy and Triumph. 


I. That the i important Work of aringt the Elect, N 
and bringing them to Glory, is committed to our 


Lord Jeſus CHriſt. 


Here I would, F:r/t, demonſtrate the Truth off 


the Obſervation. 


Seconaly, Shew wherein this Work conſiſts, or 


what is included in it. 


Firſt, As to the Observation, I would not have N 
it ſo underſtood, as that, when I ſpeak of this Work 
being committed to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, I ex- 
clude the Father, or the Holy Ghoſt. For as theſe 

three diſtinct and divine Perſons are one God, or 
Yet as 
our Lord Jeſus Chri/t, ſuſtains the Office, and acts 
in the Capacity of Mediator * ; fo the Work of ſav- 


one in Eſſence n; ſo their Work is one . 


ing Sinners, 1s in ſpecial appropriated to him v. 


For, 1. He is the Perſon, whom the Father hath 
choſen for, and appointed to, this Work. Bebold 
my Servant whom 1 uphola, mine Eleft in whom my 
The Work of ſaving, and glori-| 
_ tying the Elect, was upon the Heart of the Father 
: This was the Myſtery, which? 
And as 

early 


Soul delighteth *. 


4 50 ev f 


from the beginning hath been bid in God ®. 


» John, v. 7. 


” John, v. 17, 19, and xiv. 10. 


11. 5 Mat. 5 21, 


2 Iſa. xhi. 1. 


2 Eph. iii. 9. 


*I Tim 


ef, | 


Jonas 


ther 


to, ſuch an Undertaking. 
this Work, muſt be both God and Man in one Per- 
ſon; that he may be capable of ſuffering, and able 
to ſave. 
in the ſame Perſon, (though not in the ſame Nature) 
both he mighty God, and the Child born d. 
eternal Mord was made Fleſpe. He took upon him, 
and was manifeſted i in, the human Nature. 
cover, this Fleſh, 
and holy, that he might offer himſelf without Spot 
10 God, in order to take away our Guilt, purge our 
Conſciences, and purify our Hearts. 
High Prieſt is Jeſus; who is holy, harmleſs, and 
undefiled, ſeperate from Sinners f, and from that 
ſinful Pollution, which has infected all the natural 


above Meaſure h. 
Grace and Glory i in him : All Things are commit- 
ted to his Hand, and Power given him over all Fleſh, 
tat bg ſhould give eternal Life to as many as the He- 


1 
early did he chuſe and appoint our Lord Jeſus to 
this Work. He was ordained before the Foundation 


| of the Worldb; and ſet up from everlaſting © : He was, 
from Eternity, inveſted with the Office, and ap- 
pointed to act the kind Part of a Redeemer and 
Saviour, in Favour of thoſe, the Sons of Men, in 
whom were all his Delight. 


2. He is the only Perſon qualified for, and qual 
He who will pertorm 


This is peculiar to our Immanuel, who is 
_ The 
More- 


this Human Nature, mult be pure 


Such an 


[Deſcendants of an apoſtate Adam ; he is a Lamb 
without Blemiſh and without Spot 5, Further, he is 


the only Subject of that Unction, requiſite to the 
Performance of this Work. He is anointed with 
the holy Oil, the O.“ of 


Glaaneſs above bis Fellows. 
The Spirit of the Lord God is upon him, (not by) but 
He only has all the I 'reaſures of 


bich|ther has given unto him i. 


1 as 


arlyl 


3. Hep the — Perſon who h the Promiſe 


Tim 
. 1 14. 1 Tim, iii. 16. 
> La, Ixi. 1. Joh. iii. 34. 


2 of 


© Prov. viii. 23, 31. d Iſa. ix. 6. © Joh. 
Heb. vii. 26. E 1 Pet. i. 19, 
i Joh. iii. 35, and XVil. 2. 


d 1 Pet. i. 20. 
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of Aſſiſtance 3 in this Work. The Work is very 
great, and attended with much Oppoſition : He | 
muſt make an end of Sin, by making his Soul an | 


Offering for it : He muſt deſtroy Death, and him 
that had the Power of it; and bear that heavy 


Stroke, juſtly due to his People for their Sin, or | 
there is no Salvation from it: He muſt endure the | 
Contradiction of Sinners. againſt himſelf, give his | 
Back to the Smiters, and his Cheeks to them that | i 
plucked off the Hair; yea, be ſmitten, ſtricken of | 
God, and afflicted ; the Lord's Sword muſt awake 
againſt, and divine Vengeance be poured out upon | 
him, who will be the Saviour of Sinners. In this | 
Work, therefore, peculiar Aſſiſtance is needful ; and | 
he only had the Promiſe of it, to whom the Father | 


ſays, I the Lord have called thee in Righteouſneſs, 


and will hold thine Haud, and keep thee *®. Mine 
Arm alſo foall ſtrengthen him; I will beat gown his 
Foes before his Face, and plague them that hate him |. | 
He ſpall arink of the Brook in the Jay, that he may | 
not taint in, but go through, and accompliſh, this | 
Work. And, in Confidence of this promiſed | 
Succour and Support, the Saviour, with invincible | 
Courage, enters upon, and purſues, the important 
Undertaking. Te Lord God will help me, therefore| 
ſhall I not be confounded : Therefore have I jet my 
Face like a Flint, and I know that I ſhall not be L 


aſhamed ®. 


Ile is the Perſon held forth, and pointed to, | 
in the Mi niſtry of Moſes and the Prophets, as the 


only $&7:0ur of Sinners. As the New Teftament 
knows nothing of any but Chriſt and him crucified, 


as the Power of God for the Salvation of his Peo- 
ple; ſo neither doth the Old Teſtament afford us 
the leaſt Hint, from any Type or Shadow, Prophecy 
or Promiſe, of any other that ſhould anſwer this 
end : 


Ly 


Pl! aces” ron tes. 2: þ 


a Ha. I. 7. 


| (nl 
y | end: They all direct to, and have their Accompliſh- 
le | ment in, Feſus, the Miah, who was to be cut off, 
in] not for himſelf *, but for the T ranſprejjions of his 
m People v. The ceremonial Law had a Shadow of 
'y | go0d Things to cone s. Pardon of Sin, Reconcilia- 
or | tion to, and Acceptance with God; Peace of Con- 
he | ſcience, Purification of Heart, and eternal Glory; 
Us | the Body, the Sum, and Subſtance of all which, is 
at | in Chriſt”: And, therefore, this Law was the 
of | Fewiſh Schoolmaſter to bring them unto him * : And to 
ke | him give all the Prophets witneſs, that, through bis 
on | Name, whojoever believeth in him, ſhall receive Re- 
his | mifſion of their Sins*, The Salvation which we ex- 
nd pect, as the End of our Faith, they held forth, dili- 
ber | gently ſearched into, and prophecied of, as the 
6, | Grace which ſhould come unto us, through the Suf- 
ins ferings of Chriſt ; of which Sufferings, the Spirit of 
his | Chrift which was in them, did before hand teftiſy d. 
11. Hence, while the Apoſtle witneſſed to his Suffer- 
1ay | ings, and Reſurrection, the unſearchable Riches of 
his his Grace, and that full Redemption and everlaſt- 
fed] ing Salvation we have through him; he [aid no other 
ble Things, than thoſe which Moles and the Prophets 
ant} did [a Joy Hold come d. 
fore He is the Perſon ſent by the Father, in the 
my Fulnef of Time, to perform this Work. The 
be Father ſanttified him, and ſent him into the Werld* 
and the kind Errand on which he came, was 70 fee 
to, and lo ſave that which was loſt?, The Apoſtles, 
the] who have ſeen him, and converſed with him, and 
nent} who bad an infallible Afturance, from whom he had 
filed, his Commiſſion, what was his Intent, and ſhould 
Peo-] be the certain End of his nee do teſti, that 
d us| the Father ſent his Son, to be the Saviour of the 
hecy} World *. 
this 8 IP 6. All 
nd: Dan. ix. 26. Ia. li. 8. 4 Heb. . 1. Col. 
I. 17. Gal. iii. 24. Act. x. 43. 1. Pet. i. 10, 
x. 7. 11. Act. xxvi. 22, 23. * Joh. x. 36. ? Luk. xix. 
10. 2 1 Joh. iv. 14. 
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6. All the Grace and Bleſſings, which relate ta, | 
and conſtitute the Salvation, and Glory of his Peo- | 
ple, are in him. Heis the grand Treaſury, in whom | 
ſhowld 2 


it has pleaſed the Father that all Fulneſs 
dwell*. He has not only an effential Fulneſs, 
which is inſeparable from his Deity, called the Ful- 


neſs of the God-head, which dwells bodily in him ® ; | 


but a communicative one, to quicken, enrich, ſanc- 


tify, and ſave, the Members of his myſtical Body: 

He is full of Grace and Truth, that of his Fulneſs we | 
might receive, &c ©, There is not any Grace, re- 
quiſite to ſave from Sin and Miſery ; to prepare | 
given to the | 
Elef, in him, before the World began“. God bleſſed | 
45 with all ſpiritual Bleſſings in hime; and made him | 
Miſdom, Righteouſneſs, Santtification, aud Redemption | 
And all the exceeding great and preci- | 
ous Promiſes, which enſure the Enjoyment of theſe | 


for, and bring to Glory ; but *twas 


unto us f. 


Bleſſings, are in him; all the loving Invitations, 


given to encourage diſtreſſed Sinners, direct to him; 
and to him ſhall Men come for Peace, Pardon, and 
eternal Life; in him alone they ſing of Righteouſ- 


neſs and Strength, are juſtified and glory : For the 
Eleft obtain the Salvation, which is in Chriſt Feſus, 
with eternal Glory *, From all which we may 


conclude, that this Work is committed to him. I 


paſs on, 


Secondly, To ſhew, wherein it doth conſiſt, or| 


what is included in it. And, 


1. A compleat Removal of all their Guilt. The 


Ele& are Criminals, and under a Charge of Guilt 


as well as others; for all have /inned, and come ſhort | 
of the Glory of God!; and, therefore, the Scripture 
But divine} 
Love, acting in Favour of theſe Criminals, did 


hath juſtly concluded all under Sin!. 


happily 
» Col. i. 19. » Chap. ii.g. „Joh. i. 14,16. 42 Tim, ; 
j. 9. Rph. i. 3 1 Cor., l. 30 2 Tim 10 


» Rom. iii. 3. Gal, iii. 22. 


* , 1 * 


? 2 


D | 
co 
* 


Sheep have gone aſtray, we have turned every one 
to his own Way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
Iniquity of us all *: 
| fin for us l. 
Covenant: Purſuant to which divine Contract, 


to put away Sin, by the Sacrifice of himſelf ® ; 
he did, by bearing it in his ew Body on the N 
| Thus he rem be Iniquiiy- of this Land, in one 
Day; and fo cHectually, that though it be ſought 
| 3 it all not be fend“. 
as the Eaſt is from the M eſt J. 


tion. 
tion: 
obſerved) ſo a uit Sentence of Condemnation, 
has paſſed upon them. As the firſt Tranſgreſ- 


them: 


Chriſt who bore 


UV, 24. 
"| * Roin. v. 19. 


* 


happily transfer their Guilt from them, to the 


Mighty One, the kind Redeemer. All we like 


And thus he made him to be 
This was ſettled in the everlaſting 


the Mediator appeared in the End of the World, 


; Which 


2. An eerlaſting Diſcharge from Condemus- 
Sin is the procuing Cauſe of Condemna- 
And as the Elect are Sinners, (as has been 


ſion conſtituted all Men g#i/ty, fo the Law finding 
them ſuch, did rs; paſs Sentence upon 
For as by one 


So by this 


demnation. But fin being done away, the Con- 
Y 


demnation due thereunto, muſt be done away alſo. 


cheir lin, being ſubſtituted their 


demned in their ſtead ; 1588 thoſe Condemna- 
tion, they have a compleat Diſcharge : Wl ho ſpall 
lay any thing to the Charge of Cod Fleet? It is 
2 that juſtifieth, who is he that condemneth ? It 
is Chriſt hy died, &c. Rom. viii. 33, 34. His 
Sacrifice being a complete Expiation for Sin, and 
{| fully ſatisfactory to the Juſtice of God; there- 


fore, 
& Iſa. Iii. 6. 12 Cor. v. 21. 
* Zech. iii. 9 
Yer. 18; 


m Heb. ix. 29. © 1 Peter 
Jer. l. 20. 1 Plal. Gui; 125 


'Tis as far from them, 2 


Man's Diſobedience, many 
E (VIZ. all Men) were made Sinners”, 


one Offence, Judgement came upon all Men to Con- 
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through Faith in his Blood, and declared his Ne 
oufneſs for the Remiſſion of Sins *. 


Which is, the keen Reſentment, and fierce Dil- 
pleaſure of the Almighty, againſt a Criminal for| 
his Crimes; and which, he, as a righteous| 
Judge, cannot but inflict, in conſequence of fuch} 
a criminal Conduct. Indignation and Wrath, 
Tribulation and Anguiſh, are the juſt Demerit of 
every evil Deed; ſo fearful a Thing is it, for a 
guilty Worm, to fall into the Hands of che living 
God. But Jeſus our precious Saviour, has infal-| 
libly ſecured all his Seed from this Miſery ; by 
freely receiving it, and undergoing it himſelf. 
Fle bore our Griefs, and carried our Sorrow ® ; was| 
made a Curſe, and ſuffered Divine Wrath in our 
room and ſtead, to deliver us from the Wrath to come w. 
And in conſequence of his Sufferings, and upon the| 
Bottom of that Satisfaction, he hath given to the 
Juſtice of God, he Father is gracious unto us, and 
ſays, Deliver them from going down to the Pit, I| 
have found a Ranſom*. *Tis true, we undergo 
many Sorrows and Afflictions, in conſequence of $ 
Sin, which is the procuring Cauſe of all Sorrow; 
but theſe are not Penal, or Judicial ; but Medi-| 
cinal, and Healing. They are for our Profit, and., 


—— —  —— 


T1 7: 


fore, his People are ſet free, by the Blood of hi; | 
Covenant, Zech. ix. 11. Their Sins are all par-] , 


doned, and they are acquitted from the Curſe of 


the Law: God, for Chriſt's Sake, hath forgiven| 
all their Treſpaſſes, and 7uſtified them freely by his} 
Grace, through the Redemption that is in Chriſt 


Feſus ; whom he hath ſet forth, to be a Propitiation 


3. Deliverance from all the penal Effects of Sin: 


tend to our Purification; we have need of them, 


and they work together for our good, in order to an 


exceeding and eternal weight of Glory V. 
4. Free 

r Rom. iii. 520 25. u Ta, Iii. 4. „ Gal. iii, 13, 

1 hel. i. Job xxxiii. 24. Heb. xi. 10. la. 


KXVil. 9. 3 6. Rom. viii. 28. 2 Cor. iv. 17. 


ſelf. 


20 

o 
ne * 
thel 
the 
and 
1 
lergo 


de Oil 


roW ; 
Jedi- 
and 
Hem, 
oO an 


Free 


Il. 13. Rom. 111. 10 
Iſa. 


their own Works ®*: 


1 
4. Free Acceptance with God. This is inſepa- 
| ably connected with Pardon of Sin, and Freedom 
from Condemnation; k 


muſt be righteous in the 
Sight of God; and, therefore, cannot but have 


Acceptance with him. This lies in the Reconcilia- 


Righteouine!s he has brought in. Thoſe whom 


he faves and brings to Glory, are in themſelves 
as far from, and as deſtitute of, Righteouſneſs, as 

others: 
Tris impoſlible for a guilty Criminal, to produce 
a Righteouſneſs, adequate to the Demands of the 
Their Webs will not become Gar- 
ments for them, nauer can they cover themſelves with 
But our Lord Jeſus, that he 
might render his People everlaſtingly acceptable to 


For there is none Righteous, n not one v: 


Divine Law: 


God, brought in an everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
with which the Father is well 
magnifies the Law, and makes it honourable. And 


by a happy Exchange, as he was made fin for us, 
ſo are we made the Righteouſneſs of God in him ©. 


and upon all them that believes. And being thus 
by the Obedience of one made Righteous, they 
ſand with Boldneſs before the Throne of God; 


he views them without Spot, and is well pleaſed 
with them. 


72 Regeneration. 
of, is, what of this Work he performed without 


us; but this is what he works in us; and is as 


abſolutely needful as the former, in order to our 
Happineſs. 
ſee, nor enter into, the Kingdom of God e. 
this Change, we have not a Diſpolition ſuited to the 


2 Ta. liv, 5 


4 Rom. it), 22. 


b Iſa. xlli. 21, © 2 Cor. 
V. 21. 0 


17. 


6 John 11), 3555 


for he againſt whom 
1} there is no Charge of Guilt, nor any Sentence 
of Condemnation, 


tion, which Chriſt has made by his Blood, and the 


pleaſed , for it 


- — 2 Ec moan + * e 


This is imputed without Works, and is unto all, 


What I have W ſpoken 


Except a Man be born again, he cannot 
Without 


Pleaſures 


„„ I I AA Ts 


[16] 
Pleaſures of it; nor to the ſweet Employ therein] 
| attended to. And nothing can be pieaſent to us, 
f without a Diſpoſition ſuited to the Nature of it, tho? 
ever fo excellent in itſelf, The Sow will chuſe the] 


| Dunghiil, or to wa/low in Mire, before a beautiful], | 
| Palace, or the moſt odoriferous Garden. *Tis af 
| Miſery, to any Creature, to breathe out cf ics on be 
N Air. The brightneis of the Sun (though: glorious | © 
in itſelf, and peaſant ta behold) torments the Eye| S 
not ſuited to look upon it: So the human Mind 
; can never enjoy thoſe exquiſite Pi: alirres, which | 
are at God's Right Jand, without being pre-pol- a 
ſeſſed of a ſupernatura! Principle. And, to poſſeſs! 
the Mind of ſuch a Principle, is a W ork peculiar |. , 
to a divine Perſon, Tis what neither has been, is, 
y or ever will be performed by any Creature. Thoſe, 
who are the happy Subjects of this Work, are born 
i not of Blood, nor of the Mill of the Fleſh, nor of the 
| Will of Man, but of Ged f. It is ſometimes aſcribed |. 
1 to the Father e, and ſometimes to the Holy Ghoſt h; hi 
and at other times to the Son of God, who quickens|;. - 
whom he will ' And who tells us, that the Dead}. 
. ball bear his Voice k; viz. His divine Power ſhall | 
be put forth; that Voice of the Lord, which divideth .. 
A the Flames of Fire, ſhaketh the Wilderneſs, and mak- |, 
1 eth the Hinds to calve!; and they that hear, they, 
i in whom this divine Energy takes place, ſball live. | 
| For this Work is a Communication of Life from 
| Chriſt the Living-head ; which Life, being com- 
| - municated, manifeſts itſelf in various Acts, orþ 
i _ Exerciſes of the Mind, upon, and towards God, 
' in a Knowledge of him, Repentance toward him, 
Faith in him, and Love to him, as he is revealed 
in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. Theſe, and all other 
holy Acts. of the Mir, are in Conſequence of 
Regeneration, but not the Thing tlelf, 
| The 


{Joh „ 3 31 Pet. i. 3. Toh; iii. 8. Chap v, AQ 
41. « Ver. 25. Pſal. xxix. 7, 8, 9. | 


£26 


The holy Principle planted j in us, in Regenera- 


i tion, and Holineſs, as it conſiſts in the Act, or 


Exerciſe of the Mind, are as really diſtinct, as the 


Root of the 7. ee, and the Fruit which grows from 
it. The one is the Work of God in us; and the 
others are the Acts of our Minds towards him. 
And was but this proper and neceſſary Diſtinction 
better attended to, in treating the Subjects of Re- 


generation, Faith, and Repentance, I am perſuaded | 


it would put an end to ſome unhappy Diſputes | 
among the Children of God: . 
6. This Work includes in it, the Saints ſafe Con- ö 

duct through the Evil of the World. 


This is a Fruit of Chrift Death, ind ſecured by 
1t®; and what he has his Eye upon, in his Interceſſion 
for themen; ſince he, who has all Power both in 
Heaven and in Earth, will be witk them to the End 
of the World; we may be ſure he will preſerve 


him, 
ealed 
other 
e of 


The 


lap. v. 


hall not turn with the Dog to "a Vomit, 


them from the Snares and Sins of it; ſo as that they 
make 
Shipwreck of their Faith, or draw back unto Per-, 
ition, And as to the Sorrows and 4 fictions of 
the World, a great Meaſure of theſe he may ſome- 
imes exerciſe and try his People with * : But he 
vill not leave them in them. They muſt go trough 
1] their Tribulations b, and come out of them, 
ough they be great 4. When they are in the fiery 
rial, it is but if need be : $9 Immarus -1 fits over 
mem, as a Kefiner and urifier of yer ©; and will 
ake care, that they be there no longer; thai while 
urificd from their Drols ; that the may come 
rth as pure Gold. 
7. Complcat Sanctification., This is the nd 
which they were choſen; and redeemed. They 
re Elect according to the Foreknow, age F Cid the 
ather, through Santtification d, the Spirit, &c. 1 Pet; 
D 2 1 8 
a Joh. vii. 15. . Bal, xxxiv. 19. 
4 Rev. vii. 14. Mal. fi. 33 ©» Job; 


* 


m Gal. 1. 4 
gas xiv. 22. 
10. 
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385 his own Hand, he might, out of his own inex- 


though, at Death, the happy Spirit departs to be 


rection-Morn; when the Adoption, to wit, the Re-F 
demption of the Beay, will take place® : And then th 
hall this Creature alſo, as well as the Soul, partake 


1 F- 


q 18 Fl. - N 
i. 2. Chrijt Ioved bis Cherch, and gave binfelf for N 0 
z that, having thus Feen it, as his Poſſeſſſon, 4 


Q 
— 
T 


hauſtible Fulne!s 9% Grace, Janet and cleanſe it, t. 


Wii the dog 0 of Mater, oy the Word t. "This | SE. 
Work is begun in Ke generation, and will be gra- | n 
Gally carried on, till we are complete in that Holi- © 


* evithout Dich 770 Alam foal fee the Lord. u | S 


„This Work includes in it, the Reſurrection of | fi 


| he Body, and its Re-union with the Soul, in the] h 


Enjoyment of od. Thoſe, for whom Chriſt un- G 
dertook and performs this Work of Salvation, are, | 2 


we ſee, ſubject to, and undergo, the Stroke of | #1 


Death as well as others : For, though Chriſt be in] ii 
them, yet the Body is dead becauſe of Sin v. And 


with Chriſt -; and, while abjent from the Body, is 
preſent with the Lord ; yet the Body returns to the 
Puſt *, where it is confined under the Power of 
Death in Bondage to Corruption *, till the Reſur-Þ 


— ; — 


of, and enjoy, the glorious Liberty of the Children of Þ 


God. For God has not more clearly revealed, fa 


that his Saints ſhall die, than he has, that they ſhall} JE 
be raiſed up again at the Laſt Day. Chriſt, in whom 


they believe, is s the Reſurrection and the Life: And] to 


God {ball quicken our mortal Bodies, by his Spirit 
that dwelleth in us; when it ſhall be ſaid, Awake, T. 


and fing, ye that dwell in the Duſt. For as vile, de 


and filthy, as the Body may be, while in the Grave, arc 
and under the Power of Death; yet, it is an Obje&|; his 
of Love to the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : It the 
is the Subject of the Redeemer's Purchaſe, and * 0 
0 W | 


© Pph. v. 25, 26, 27% Heb. Wi. 14. „Rom. viith þ 
10. Phil. i. 23. 12 Cor. v. 8. z Ecclel. xii. 7. 
Rom. Vil. 21. Verſe 23. © Verſe 21. 34 


N 


Part] 
off 


xii. 74 


8 


ef the Travail of his Soul: It is what has ſuffered 


for him, and glorified him here; and what he will 


6 ify and be admired in for ever hereafter : It is 


the Temple of the Holy Ghoſt, which he has inha- 
| bited and ſanctified for himſelf; and, therefore, will 


not leave it under the Power of Death : "TE-1S 4 Part 


of Chriſt's myſtical Body, ſome ef his Fulneſs 
without which he cannot be compleat ; and, that, 
fore, we may be ſure, he will fulfil his Word, who 


has faid, Till ranſom them from the Power of the 


| Grave; Iwill redeem'thent wh Death.: O Dezth, 1 


will be thy Plagues; O Grave, I will be thy P. Deferac- 


ö tion dl. Then thall the vile Body, which was e 
nn Weakneſs, Corruption, and Diſhonour, be raiſed 


up in Power, incorruptible, and glorious * : For it 


hall come forth, faſhioned like unto Chi“ glori fous 
Body: And, in Union with the happy Sou}, fax 


% be 4 ever with the Lord s. 


ut 1 Pals on to the ſecond Obſervation : 5 


II. That whatever Oppoſition lies 3 in the Way of 
| Fais Work, yet it ſhall be done. 


Ie ſhall bring forth the Head- Stone ; he ſhall 


| five from Sin and Miſery, and bring to Glory his 
| Ele&, as may be concluded from what follows. 


1: Ir was the Purpoſe of God, from en, 


N |to fave and glorify his People, 
There is not any Patt & our Salvation, nor any 


l | Thing requiſite to our eternal Life, but it was then 
determined upon in the divine Mind. Hence, we 
| are ſaved, called, juſtified, and glorified, according to 


his Purpoſe ®, When the Apoſtle ſpeaks of all 
| thoſe Bleflings, which compleat our Felicity, as our 
| Adoption, Redemption, Pardon of Sin, Acceprance 
with $508, and an eternal Inheritance; he tells us, 


* | PD 2 2 3 | that 


N. viii. 1 


b Hoſ. xiii, 14. 1 8 xv. 42, 43. f Phil. i. 21. 
* Fete w. 17. Rom. vill. 28, 29. 2 Tim. i. 9. 
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no Change. As be 1s he living God, and ſtedfaſt for | 55 
ever, lo his Counſel ſtands faſt for ever, and the | «, 


poſe, which he hath purpoſed in Chriſt Feſus our Lord, 


Honour and advance the Glory of all the divine | 


4 he hath choſen us in him, before the Foundation of } 


[ 20 |] ; 


that all theſe reſult from the Myſtery 1 Gods _ 
Will, according to his good Pleaſure, Which he had 43 
purpoſed | in himſelf i : And, as this Purpoſe, like | _ 


Go, had no Beginning; lo, like him, it admits of 


T boughts of bis Heart to all Generations l. The Pur- | if 0 


is an eternal one w. The divine Plan was laid in Þ . 
infinite Wiſdom, and fo, as infallibly to ſecure the] „ 


Perfections: And, therefore, no reaſon ever to recede | 5 


from it. Men, whoſe Underſtandings are finite, Cl 


and vrho arc ſubject to Folly in their Determina- 


tions, may fee Reafon to form new Schemes, and | 15 
many Devices may be in their Hearts; but the |, 
' Counſel of the Lord, that ſhall ſtand u. He 75 im one | 


Mind, and none can turn him? : What his Soul has | 


deſired, and determined upon, that he doth ; and, | Co 


therefore, this Work, Which he eternally deſigned, f Cl 
is ſure. ba 


2. This is the end to which they were choſen; f in on. 


_ Chriſt, before the Foundation of the World. That | 8 
divine Love made ſuch an early Choice of them, 


that their Salvation, and eternal Glory, was the End tha 
of that Choice; and that all the Grace and Bleſſings, 
requiſite to ſecure that End, were then given to, and C 
ſettled upon, them; is clear from Eph. i. 3, 4. 
Bleſſed be the God 4 Fatber of our Lord Feſus Fa! 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſſings leaf 
in heaven y Places, (or Things) in Chriſt: According fy, 


the World, that we Would be boly, and without Blame, | hi 
before him in Love. 


Holineſs ſuppoſes their compleat Sandtification, | ma, 


and conſequently their perfect F reedom from all 


Miſery : | 


Eph. i. 5,---12. w Dan. vi, 26, I Pſa). xxxiii. 11. 


p 
m Erl. lll. 11. Prov. xix. 21, * Job xxiii. 13. ew 


* Miſery : And this being before Ged in Love, ſup - 
19 5 their Glorification: And both theſe are the 
4 End, occaſioned by Election. For God hath, from 
© | the Beginning, choſen them to Salvation, through 
f . Sanctihcatton of the Spirit, and Belief of the Truth; 
and to the 8 F ihe Glory of our Lord 
| Jeſus Chref, 2 Theſ.1l.:13,-14. 
3. Our ot Jeſus Chriſt was given to, and 
„ conftituted one with his Elect, for this very End, 
that he might perform this Work. He is given for 
4 Covenant of the; Peopic ®, which ſuppoſes his Re- 
lation to, and Union with them: Of this Gift 
Ae the Church ſings with holy Pleaſure, Unto us a 
| Child is born, unto us a Sen is given d. He is given, 
as Head of the Church, that, in that Capacity, he 
PU might be the Saviour of the Body r. 
the | 4. That this Work ſhall be performed, we may 
"nr | conclude, from the Covenant of Grace. 
That there is ſuch a Covenant, is beyond all 
Contradiction. I have made a Covenant with my 
ed, | Choſen, I have ſworn unto David my Servant *. 
Io David the Son of Jeſſe, as the Type, but to 
our Lord Jeſus the Antitype the Head and 
Surety of the better Covenant, — is God's righ- 
teous Servant, as well as his everlaſting Son. And 
that the Salvation of his People, was the End of 
the Covenant, is as clear: For I give thee for a 
Covenant of the People, that thou mayeſt be my Sal- 
dation unto the Ends of the Earth*. Every part of 
Salvation is cortained in it: Pardon of Sin, ever- 
laſting Righteouſneſs, Grace to regenerate, ſancti- 
fy, and fave from Miſery, and bring to the Enjoy- 
ment of eternal Bliſs : Every Article, relating to 
this Work, was ftipulared i in this Covenant, and the 
Whole enſured by it. He, (ſays David,) hath 
made With me an euer lafing Covenant, ordered in all 


things | 


| PÞIfa.xli. 6. « Chap, ix 8 r Eph. v. 23. Pſal. 
Rix. z. Ia. Ali. 6. th Chap. xlix, 6. 
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Lord Jeſus"Chriſtz that he ſhall perform this] . 
Work. Thou art my Servant, O Iſrael, in whom iÞ 


Heaven to do the Will of him that ſent him; Ls, 
Whoſe Will is, that he ſhould loſe nothing of what f 
was given unto him d. And, therefore, ſhould this] 


1 But this is what he cannot do; he has no 


__ 


Soul mult be exceeding forrowful, even unto Death n 


T2] 


155 22 and fare ; this is all my Salvatian, and ell ; 
my Defire .» *Tis ordered in all things; and every] 
Vlefling therein, ſure to all the Seed; for its Mercies] bis 
are the ſure Mercies of David u: Tis confirmed by 
the Oath of God *, and the Bled of Chriſt ? ; thef not 
Promiſes of it, are not yea and nay, but yea, l 5 


Amen, in him, to the Glory of God by 45% It ſhall | jk 
never be broken, nor any Article thereof altered ; | 
My Covenant will not breat, nor alter the 74 Bis, Yi 

is, 


that is gene out of my Lips. Bs 
5125 is the declared Will of the Father, to our} © 


will be plorified®, How, or by what Means ? In AN 


raifing up the Tribes of Jacob, and reſtoring the pre- f 
ſerved of Ifraele. Our Lord came down from| ©. 


Work not be performed, ſhould any of them be 
loſt, he ſhould fail of executing the Father's Plea- : 


Reluctance to any Command he has received from 
him; but with the greateſt Pleaſure, and Satisfac- 
tion, complies with, and reſolves upon, the Perfor- lor 
mance of it.— Lo, 7 come; I delight to do thy Wille 
He refuſes not to be nad under the 13 4 and 8 
take upon him the Form of a Servant; to live a 5 
Life of Grief and Sorrow, and at laſt to die the 


Death of the Croſs, in order to. fulfil the F ather”s [te 
Pleaſure, in this important Work. He draws not! dor 


back from the moſt painful Part of it: If he mult 
be ſmitten, ſtricken of God, and afflicted; if His þ 


and wh 


u 2 Sam. XXlll. 5 " Iſa. lv. 3, * Heb. vi. 17. Chap. 
Xilti. 20. 2 2 Cor. i. 19, 20. Pſal. Ixxxix. 34. b. IIa. | | 
_ xlix. 3. Yer; 0, 4 John vi. 38, 39. 20 Pal xl f 
. | WT 5 | ag 
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'F end he lay down is Life for theſe Sheep ; - ſuch is 
his invariable Love to them, and Faithfulneſs to his 
by þ Father, that he ſtill complies f. If the Cup can- 
10 not paſs from him, and this Work be performed, 
mne he is ſtill content: Not my Will, but thine ze 
done 2. Nay, nothing ſhall prevail with him to 
1 decline it: T Cup which my Father hath given 
ne, ball T not drink it b? Thus it was, and ill 
is, his Meat and Drink, to do his Father's Will, 
and finiſh Bis Monk i. The Law of his God is in 
W. his Heart, not one of his Steps ſhall ſlide E; but 
55 the Pleaſure of the Lord ſbali proſper in his Hand! > 
In And he mall at laſt, when he has gathered in all 


"I the Lord hath given me m. Given to me, to ſave 


this them, and give eternal Life unto them; and no xo, 
bel Father, I have gloriſiel thee, I have finiſhed the 
„be org which thou gaveſt me to don: Here are all thou 
didſt commit to my Hand, for whom I undertook in 


1 loft. 


570 of that Reward promiſed to our Lord Jeſus, as 
of Ache Conſequence of his deep Humiliation. Our 


deep Waters of Miſery, he has waded through, 


thereby. He did not lay down his Life at Ran- 
) Nor did the Father require. his deep Abaſement, 


when he ſhould be highly exalted, crowned with 
5 | . r 


A. xi Ala, liii. 4, 5. Mat. xxvi. 38. Jobn 3 Luke xxii, 
; 42. b John xviii, 11. Chap. iv. 43. k Pſa. xxxvii. 
51... Ma, Bi. 1, I. Vil, 18, n John xvul, 4. 


— 


his ranſomed Jewels, with his Church as a Crown 


of Glory in his Hand, be able to ſay with Joy 
be and Triumph, Behold, I, and the Children, whons 


the everlaſting Covenant, and not one Of them is 


6. The Salvation of the Elea, 18 a Peck Part 


precious Saviour did not drench himſelf, in thoſe 
| without an Eye to a certain End, to be obtained 
dom; not knowing the Conſequence thereof. 


but upon the Promiſe of a Reward; which was, 
not only the everlaſting it{onours ue to him; 


2 


[4] 
Glory and Honour, and have a Name given hint 
which is above every Name e; but alſo, the ever- F 
lawag Salvation, and joyful Poſſeſſion, of all his F ; 
Eictc. This was the Joy which was {et before him, 
while he endured the Croſs, and which induced 
him to deſpiſe ihe Shame ?. As he was to perform 
the Work, ſo this Work performed, was to be his 
Reward : His Keward was with him, while = | 
Mert was before him, lia. xl. 10. They are 
bound up together: The one includes the ther? | 
And, therefore, as the Performance of the Work, I 
enſures the Poſſeſſion of the Reward; ſo if this! 
Work be not pertorm'd, the Keward is loft, and | 
the Father's Prone fails for evermore. But this] 
cannot be, for Ne will not lie to our great David 4. 
But ſince it has pleated the Lord to bruite him, 
ſince he has put him to Gr, and made his Soul , 
an Offering ior Sin; he hall ſee bis Seed": He] 
ſhall ſee them, not loſt in Sin, and lifting up their f 
Eyes in Torments; but releaſed from Curſe and N 
Condemnation ; ſecure from the Wrath to come; i 
tranſlated from the Power of Darkneſs, into his] 2 
Kingdom; and following the Lamb, whitherſo-P gi 
ever he goes. He ſhall ſee them, as a Seed tof 
ſerve him, as long as the Sun and Moon endure :| 
And, at laſt, preſented faultleſs before the Preſence of Þ 
Bis Glory with exceeding Foy *, 
The whole of what our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
did, and ſuffered, is made void, or of none ite, 
if this Work 1s not performed. To fave his Cho- 
ſen, and bring them to Glory, was the End of his 
undertaking his ſorrowful Life, his bitter Death, 
c. He gave his Life a Ranſom for them, in] 
i order to ſet them free * ; but, if they are not de-] br 
ll — Hvercd, his giving his Life for that End, was in] 5; 
vain :| 
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vain: He gave himſelf for them; that he mig ht 


redeem them from all Iniquity, Titus ii. 14. Tos 
if they are ſtill loſt in Sin, and Iniquity proves 
their Ruin; if their Guilt is ſtill charged upon 
them, and they obtain no Redemption from it; 
then in vain was the ſweet ſmelling Sacrifice, 
offered up without Spot to God. He was made a 
' Curſe for them, that he might deliver them from 
the Curſe of the Law, and the Wrath to come, 
| Gal. iii. 13. 
main under that Curſe, and are made to drink the 
| Wrath of the Almighty ; then his being curſed an- 
| ſwers no End. 


1 Theſ. i. 10. but if they till re- 


He died, that he might gather to- 


gether the Children os God, That are ſcattered. 


abroad in the Earth, John xi. 52. but if they are 

not gathered in, if they are not called, with an 

holy Calling „ Where then is the Fruit of his 
Death? He ſanctified, and gave himſelf, that they 
might be ſanctified through him, Jh xvii. 19. 
, Epb. v. 25, 26, but if they are ſtill left, and loſt 

in the Filth of Sin; if they are not purified to him, 

as his peculiar People; then his ſanctifying, and 
giving himſelf for them, is altogether fruitleſs. 
He came into the World, that they might have 
Life, and that they might have it more abundant- 
ly, Jobn x. 10. but if they are ſtill left dead in 
| Treſpaſſes and Sin, and die eternally under the 
Pover of that Death; 
the World: In vain did he attempt to deſtroy Death, 
and him that had the Power of it, and bring Life 
and Immortality to Light. 
through Suffering, that he might become the Au- 
thor of eternal Salvation; and that God by him might 
bring many Sons to Glory, Heb. v. 8, 
ii. 10. 
Unjuſt, that he might bring us to God, 1 Pex. ili. 
18. but all to no Purpole, if Tae! is not ſaved 


then in vain did he come into 
He was made perfect 


Yea, he ſufſered for Sins, the Juſt Pa the 


with an everlaſting Salvation, and brought to him 


E here 


(26 ] 


where he is, to behold his Glory: I ſay, all his 
bitter Pains, his Agonies, and his Death, ſtand for 


nothing, if this Work be not done. 


8. All the divine Perfections ſtand engaged to | 
It is true, without an 
Eye to the Mediator, we lee theſe Perfections (more | 
eſpecially ſome of them) tor ever oppoſe the Hap- 
pineſs of a guilty Criminal. Infinite Holineſs, for- 
| bids his Approach to the Fountain of ail Felicity: 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, Truth and Faithfulneſs, | 
call for Vials of Wrath, weighty intolerable Ven- 
geance, to be poured out upon him: But in the 
Perſon, Life, and Death, of Jeſus, Mercy and Truth | 
have met togeiher , Righteouſneſs and Peace have | 
kiſſed each other. They all harmoniouſly combine | 
to ſee this Work performed. Juſtice ! tremendous | 
Juſtice | that Attribute, moſt dreaded by a guilty | 
Sinner, is ſweetly engaged to act in the Favour of | 

God's Elect. For, upon the Bottom of atoning | 

Blood, „ d everlaſting Righteouſneſs, God is juſt, Þ 

while , pardons the Sin and juſtifies the Perſon of 
him that believeth in Jeſus, Rom. iii. 26. His 
Juſtice is as firmly engaged to acquit, upon the | 
Foot of Satisfaction, as it is to condemn for | 
If Divinity itſelf does not fail, (as it 
cannot poſſibly do) the Elect ſhall be ſaved and 
glorified. If, indeed, God ſhould ceaſe to be what | 
he is, we have no Ground to conclude, that the 
Work ſhall be done: If Folly can mix with infinite 
Wiſdom, then may the Veſſels of Mercy be loſt in 
the dark and cloudy Day : If an Omnipotent Arm | 
dries up and withers : If the Almighty faint and | 
grows weary, then may Sin and Satan retain their | 
Captives : If inflexible Juſtice ceaſes to regard the | 


ſee this Work performed. 


want of it. 


righteous Cauſe of our Advocate above, then may 


they poſſibly be conſigned to unquenchable Fire : | 

It divine Faithfulneſs degenerates into Deceit, and | 

God becomes a Man that he may lie, then may the 
Promiſe 


— 


52 YVDOS 


| Hall be done, 
Divine Perſons, 3 is, in fome Reſpects, dependant up- 
on the Performance of it. 
the ultimate End of all his Works; 
will be, glorified in them. But he deſigned, in a 
ſpecial and peculiar Manner, to advance his Glory 
in the Salvation of his Choſen : And every Step he 
takes toward, and in, this Work, tends to this End, 
To this End they were pre- 
| deſtinated, and for this End they are ranſomed. 
The Church is his Poſſeſſion, and muſt be com- 
pleatly redeemed, that ſhe may be to the Praiſe of 
And, as all the Three Divine Perſons 
bear their Part in this Work, ſo they have an equal 
| Glory ariſing from it; yea, they are engaged mu- 
tually to glorify one another in it. 
God will give his Glory to another, or 80 Sin 
and Satan to rob him of his intended Honour, this 
Work ſhall be done. 
| Grace, the Saviour's Blood, and the Work of the 
Holy Ghoſt, is bound up in it. — The third Ob- 
ſervation calls for our Attention: Which is, 


as its proper Centre. 


his Glory. 


Cauſe thereof. 


[ 27 ] 


| Promiſe of eternal Life fail, and this Work miſ- 
carry : If infinite Love can be extinguiſhed, the 
unſcarchable Riches of Chriſt exhauſted, "and en 
of divine Mercy be reſtrained, or become cruel, then 
may they, be hated of God, lie in Sin, and fink i in 
everlaſting Miſery. 
(as they certainly cannot) then the Work of their 
Salvation, and eternal Slory, ſhall be compleated. 
: | And, therefore, 
; And, lofty, We may conclude this Work 


But if none of theſe can be, 


becauſe the Glory of all the Three 


For the Glory of the Father's 


III. This Work is of Grace. 


of divine Favour, begun, carried on, and com- 
| pleated, according to the good Pleaſure of God, 
without Regard to the Works of Men, as any 
Which may thus appear: 

E x. It 


The Glory of God is 
and he is, and 


And, except 


Viz. It is the Fruit 
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Ii. It muſt be either of Grace; or of Works. It 
cannot depend upon both, as a Cauſe or Condition] 
of it; To him that worketh, is the Reward not] 

Grace and Works, | 

in this Reſpect, ſtand directly oppoſite to one ano-| 

For, if by Grace, then it is no more of 

But] 

if it be of Works, then it is no more of Grace, | 


reckoned of Grace, but of Debt u. 


Works, otherwiſe Grace is no more Grace. 


otherwiſe Work is no more Work w. 


2. Our Works are, in Scripture, poſitively denied 8 


to have any cauſal Influence on our Salvation. 


They are neither the moving nor meritorious Caule | 
hereof: They never entered the Mind of God, ſo] 
as, in the leaſt, to move him in providing Salvation 
The Kindneſs and Love] 
of God, our Saviour, herein appears, not by Works | i 
And we 
fs ſaved, and called with an holy Calling, not accord-| 


for, or giving it to, any. 
of Rigbreouſneſs, which we have done*. 


ing lo our Works Y.—We are not capable of any 


Works, that are, in a proper Senſe, good, till the] 


Grace of God, and Salvation by it, take Place in 
our Hearts. There muſt be a good Treaſure put 


in us, before we can bring forth any good Thing *; 


good Works are not the Cauſe, but che ; 
Fruit of God's Grace and Salvation. 


ſo that 


fore, 
1 ſtrongly aſſerted to be of Grace. 


pletion of it, are of God's good Will towards Men b. 


It ſprings from his infinite Goodneſs, and flows to] 
us through the Mediator, according to the Plea- Þ 
ſure of his own ſovereign, righteous, Ind unchang- 
This is the Fountain and Foundation 
of our being choſen to Salvation; and, therefore, 

that divine Act is called The Eledlion of Grace ©, 


To 


ing Will. 


And, there. ö 


25 
Grace ye are ſaved . The Rite, Progreſs, and Com- 


u Rom. iv. 4. 0 Rom: XI. 5. N 
Y. 2 Tim. i. 9. 7 Matt. X11. 35: 2 Eph. ii. 8. b Luk. [ 


$i, -146 Rom. xi. 5. 


1 
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; | to our Purpoſe : 


Of Works? 


| 29 ] 


To which alſo are aſcribed our Redemption and 


Pardon of Sin * : And, by this Grace, we are juſti- 
fied, and made Heir s, according to the Hope of eler- 
nal le 


theſe were not of Grace. For, if theſe Bleſſings are 
dependant upon, or obtained by, the Performance 


of the Creature; then thoſe, who act the wiſe and 


holy Part, in making good their Title to, and ſe- 


curing the Enjoyment of chem, will have wee 
to glory, but not veſore God*. 
{of 
| {elves obliged to the 


roved {ſerviceable to them, any more than it is to 


That Doctrine only, which eſta- 


We find, that God, in ſaving and glorifying 


his Choſen, paſſes by whatever in Men may be 
thought to recommend them to his Regard. The 
Jer may reſt in, and boaſt of, his Relation to 


Avrabam 


« Eph.i.79. Tit. ij. 7. Rom. iv. 2 


In the Salvation, and Glorification of Men, 
all Boaſting is excluded; which it could not be, if 


For how tar, or in' 
what Senſe ſoever, they may acknowledge them 


race of God, yet the chief 

Ground of Triumph lies in their own Conduct; 
inaſmuch, as all this Grace, which they profeſs to 

have received, would not have been given, or have 
d- 
any] thoſe who periſh, had they not been better inclined, 
more obedient, and more wiſely improved the kind 
Aſſiſtance offered, than thoſe who periſh have done. 

The Words of the Apoltle, Rom. iii. 27. are full 
Were, having diſcourſed the 
' Cauſes of Salvation, both impulſive, and meritori- 
| ous, he aſks, V bere is Booſting then? The Anſwer 
is, It is excluded. By what Law is it ſo excluded? 
; Nay ; it cannot be excluded upon 
the Bottom of that Scheme, which makes Works 
any Cauſe or Condition of Salvation: But by the 
La of Faith. 
bliſhes Salvation, by ſovereign, diſcriminating, 
Grace, cuts off all Boaſting. Sec Eph. ii. 9. Hence, 
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of Satan k; never obtain Righteouſneſs |, 
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Abraham as his Father s ; follow after Rig blen 


but die in 
his Sins m; while the Gentile, who ſought not God, 


nor followed afier Righteouſneſs *, may be an Fein 
of the Promiſe of eternal Life b, made righteous 


through Chriſt, ſaved and brought to Glory 4. Let 
not the wiſe Mon glory in tis IWiſdom, the n mighty 


Man in his Might, or the rich Man in bis Ricbes 


for, in Point of Acceptance with God, and the 


Diſtributions of his ſpecial Grace, he pours Con- 
tempt on all theſe ſuppoſed Excellencies, and rejects] 
them as reprobate Silver in this Reſpect. He hides} 
the Myſteries of the Goſpel from the Wiſe andy 
Prudent, and reveals them unto Babes“. 
cboſen the Poor, of this World, rich in Faith, and 
Heirs of the Kingdom, which he hath promiſed to] 
Lea, the fooliſh, weak, baſe, 
deſpiſed Things, hath God choſen : a and the Endl 
is, that no F Iſh ſhould glory in his Prelence ; Bac 


them that love him * : 


that he that glories, might glory in the Lord u. 
5. The Teſtimony 
Truth. 


of God, may, through the Darkneſs of his Mind, 


and the Pride of his Heart, oppoſe this Truth, 
though clearly revealed in the Scripture : But] 
thoſe, who are ſpiritual *, have an Unction from the]: 
holy One, and are led by the Spirit of Wiſdom and] 
Revelation , explode the Doctrine of Man's — ö 

and 


Joh. viii. 39. h Rom. ix. 31. 
* Joh. viii. 44. | Rom. ix. 31. and xi. 7. 
24. Rom. x. 20. Chap. ix. 30. 
Tit. i. 2. 1 Matt. vim. 11. r Jer, . 22: 
25 t Jam. ii. 5. 1 Cor. i. 27, 28, 29,31. Chap. 
T x Verſe 15, Joh. ii. 10. 2 Gal. v. 18. Eph. i. 17. 


m Joh. viii. 


— 


He has] 


of the Saints confirms this] 
As theſe are the Subjects of God's Salva- 
tion, and beſt know the Nature of it, ſo they oughth 
to be eſteemed the moſt competent Judges of the | 
Cauſe, the Spring, and Fountain thereof Te 
natural Man, who knows not the Things of the Spirit] 


i Chap, x. 2. 


p Verle 8, 1 | 
$ Matt. xi. 
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land are zealous Advocates for the Freeneſs and 
Sovereignty of divine Grace, in all the Bleſſings 
they enjoy: W. hile they freely confeſs, they are in 
4% 10 wile better than others a; that by the Grace of 
Toi hGod they are what they are b; that it is not whats 
ouslthey have done, but what they have received, 
Lell makes them to differ from the moſt ſinful and N 
„ miſerable among Men. And whoſoever does not 
r', in his Heart, fab! tantially imbrace this Truth ; his 
th. þ denial of it, has no good Apect on his preſens 

On- | State. I | 
ectsl 7. All our good Works are appointed for, and 
des done to other Ends, than to have any cauſal In- 
aud fluence on our Salvation. They are indeed, by na 
hasl Means to be neglected, as if vain and unprofit- 
and able; but carefully obſerved, and conſtantly main- 
1 tained by every Chriſtian. We are created in Chriſh 
nſ | Feſus unto them, and in order to walk in 2 J 
Endl And Miniſters ſhould not fail, to exhort and 
4% ſuade, to the Practice of them, by all the e 
ments they can poſſibly fetch, from the glorious 
his} Goſpel of Chriſt, and the boundleſs Grace of the 
lya-ﬀ finite Three One, therein revealed; as well as 
ohc{ſhew the Evil there is in neglecting any Branch of 
thel Duty. And thoſe who have taſted that the Lord is 
Th; gracious, who have believed in Chriſt, are under 
pirith che Conſtraints of his Love, and purified to him, 
ind, as his peculiar People, will be zealous of good 
uth. Worts. Such will exerciſe themſelves, tu have al- 
But] ways 4 Conſcience void of Offence, taward God and 
» the teward Men d. They will take Pleaſure in attend- 
andi ing to every Branch of religious Worſhip, private 
eric, and publick ; walking humbly with their God e; 
ang and as his Sons, they will endeavour to be Flame: 
leſs, barmleſs, and without Rebuke f: Their Conver- 


1 1. {ation in the * will be by the Grace of God 5, 
„ and while 
tt. x1.Þ 2 Rom. iii. 9. 1 er. xv; . c Eph. 1 


Chap. d Acts xxiv. 16. e Micah vi. 8. 6. Phil. ii. 


. \ . 15 
. 1.17. . a Cor. 1. 12. 


* 
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vour; nor to procure an Intereſt in the Grace,] 


who is in Heaven, to honour [mane the ever- 
taſting Son, and the divine Comforter ; to adorn gl 


another; and put to ſilence the Ignorance of foolithÞ the 
Men. 


— 2—u— 
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while they mind whatſoever Things are honeſt, jujt,þ ma 


pure, lovely, or of good Report“. But then, this] fro 


is not to recommend themſelves to the divine Fa- as 


Blood, and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt; or a Title tof 
the heavenly Glory: But to glorify their Father 


the glorious Goſpet ; ſtrengthen and comfort oneſ the 


8. Grace is the Attribute, which God deſigned} mo 
chiefly to exalt, in, and by, this Work. It is true, an) 
there is not a Perfection in the divine Nature, but} Gu 
it ſhines forth in, and is glorified by, the Salvation of 
of God's Choſen ; for the Glory of God ſhines in] Bli. 


the Face of Jeſus Chrift : But Grace has a pecu-· Pre 


liar Diſplay. The final End of adopting hig Sm 
Children, and conferring upon them all the Bleſ- diſt 
ſings, both of Grace and Glory is, that theyptem 
might be to the Praiſe of the Glory of his Grace i. 1s 
the tha 


IV. The Completion of this Work will affordſ#nc: 


abundance of Joy and Triumph. He ſhall bring fort An 


the Head: ſtone with Shoutings : When Chriſt hate 
completely finiſhed the Work of Salvation, andÞav 
brought his Sons to Glory, there will be Shouts off®c 
Joy and Triumph. C7 1h 

1. The Saints themſelves will ſhout; having pnd 
obtained a compleat Victory over all their EneJthe! 
mies, and a perfect Freedom from all Sorrow.Prec 
While here, though they are in the Hand off he 


_ Chriſt *, dwell in the Secrets of the moſt High, andpon 


under the Shadow of the Almighty | , and are ſomePnd 
times favour'd with Foy unſpeakable, and full tre 
Clary m; yet their State is Militant : They haveP'ee 

"= HER __ manyÞ#<ct 


b Phil. iv. $8. iEph.i.6, k Joh x. 28. Pf. xci. 
m Pet. i. 8, 
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f, many ſharp Conflicts, and much Tribulation 3 

this from all which they will then be deliveicd: And 

Fa- as the Iſraelites ſang, when ſet tree from their 
ice, | Bondage, and their Enemies were overthrown ; io 

e tof ſhall theſe happy Conquerors, ſhout and ſing, for 
ther} Joy, when every Enemy hes vanquithed at Wir 
ver-þ Feet, and they are inthroned, and crowned, in the 
lornl glorious Liberty of the Children of God: When 

one} the Ficth can no more luſt, Satan no more tempt, 
Mliſhþ the Worid no more enſnare, diſccurage, or ailure; ; 
Iwhen Pain can no more leize the Body Sin na 
ned} more deiile the Soul, nor the Waves of Sorrow 
rue any more diitreſs thi happy Mind. The great 
bull Gulf, which ſhall be between them, and the Place 
tion of Lornient; as it ſhall prevent any Beams of 
s in] Bliſs, ſhining upon the miſerable Crew; fo ſhall it 
ecu-· prevent their Rage and Fury, the Sparks, and 
hig Smoak of their Torment, from aſcending to, or 
Blel. diſturbing of, any Intabitant of the New Jeruſa- 
they em. They ſhall have a compleat Victory over th 
Beaſt; and ſhall ſing with more ſenſible Plcalure, 
than even an Apoſtle could do while here, we are 
fford nere than Conquerors through bim that loved us“ 
fortif And this their Joy will be much augmented, by « 
| hajjſehe ſweet and deli ef Communion they ſhall 
and have one with 8 Communion of Sainte, is | 
ts offno ſmall Part of their religious Joy while here: 
They who are joined to the Lord, being one Spirit, i 

wingand their Hearts being knit together in Love, 
Enefthey have Fellowſhip one with another: They can | 
-row.freely commune of the Things of the Kingdom, 
id ofthe Glories of divine Grace, and what God has 
| anione for their Souls; and while they walk in Love, 
omeÞnd keep the Unity of the Spirit, they comtort, 
ul] oſſtrengthen, and edify one another : Behold how 
havepicaſant it is for Brethren to dwell together i in Unity v. 
manyÞet this, like every other Pleaſure in the preſent 
| F | State, 
© Pſalm exxxiii. 1. 


_ _— — — — 
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State, is imperfe&t : *Tis much interrupted by a | die 
Body of Sin, which dwelleth in them, and the | un 
many Temptations and Infirmities that attend | /ed 
them; from whence ariſe many unhappy Divi- | Gl 
ſions, Strifes and Contentions ; they are ſometimes | Hic 
angry with, and ſpeak Evil of, one another: Such] WI 
Roots of Bitterneſs ſpring up, trouble, and defile] „- 
them. But among the Spirits of juſt Men made] 47 
perfect, theſe Grievances can have no place; the | ble 
Members of that holy Community will then have at 
no ſeparate Intereſt, nor be the Subjects of any un-] Vi 
tempered Zeal; there will be no evil Surmiſings, | WI 
ſecret Envy, or open Strife; every one will be] wh 
fully content with his Inheritance and Employ, 
jure: f he is filled with the Fulneſs of God, and} ant 
| ſinging the Song of Moſes, and the Lamb. Their] of 
Love to one another will be pure and perfect; and}, W. 
their Sentiments, in the My ſtery of Godlineſs, ex- rec 
actly the ſame. Then may it be ſaid of them, as] bec 
of the believing Multitude, and that in a more] an- 
perfect and unlimited Senſe, that they are of one the 
Heart and of one Soul ?. toy 
But the chief Matter of their Joy, and Ground| Juf 
of their Triumph, will be the raviſhing Viſion off del 
God. As God is the exceeding great Reward a, {of Sa 
is he the exceeding Joy of his "People * : „: And the | his 
Sum of all he has promiſed to his Church, is, an] rob 
immediate View of himſelf : Thine Eyes ſhall ſee the. is 
King in his Beauty. Which Promie, will not be[|Fa; 
fully accompliſhed, till the Heirs of it are brought] 2e, 
to Glory. In a Meaſure it is fulfilled while here; G 
for we behold the Beauty of the Lord while we en- Tax 
_ guire in his Temple ©, where he manifeſts himſelf to — 
us, fo as he does not to the World”; and from] Vin 
whence ſprings a Foy, — the Stranger intermed- Du 
BOB 1 


Lak! 


P Act. iv. 32. « Gen. xv. 1. r Pſal. xliii. 4. 10 2 5 
xxxiü. 17. Pal. xxvii. 4. Joh. xiv. 22. ie Ic 
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2 | dles not with w. But though, by Faith, we look 
he | unto Jeſus, where we have the Light of the Know- 
ad | ledge of the Glory of God*; yet this is through a 
vi-] Glaſs darkly, and often clouded and interrupted ; he 
ies þ hides his Face from us, and we are troubled%. But 
ch | wheu we enter that Land that is very far off *, we 
ile ſpall ſee him Face to Face, and know even as alſo we 
def are known . The infinite Three-One, will then 
he] bleſs the choſen Race with ſuch Diſcoveries, as are, 
vel at preſent, inconceivable to us. What delightful 
in- Views ſhall they have of thoſe divine Perfections 
os, Which give being to, and ſupport, their Joy? With 
be | what infinite Satisfaction, and exquiſite Pleaſure, 
oy, | {hall they look into, and dwell upon, the Breadth, 
ind} and Length, the Depth, and Height, of the [ove 
jeir of Chriſt ? How will they admire that infinite 
and] Wiſdom, and Almighty Power, which happily di- 
ex-| rected his Love, in the Method in which it has 

as | been diſcovered, to raiſe them from Sin and Miſery, 


ore! and make them compleatly happy? Their Ideas of 
one] the glorious Tranſaction of divine Grace, in God, 


indi juſt, {weet, and ſteady. 


towards and upon them, ſhall be clear and full, 
They will alto be much 


1 of] delighted with the perſonal Glories of the exalted 
, ſol | Saviour, that waits to entertain the Eyes of all 
theſ his Saints, who will admire him, while they are 
„an] round about him ® : This Viſion of himſelf to them, 
the is what he intercedes for, and ſolemnly demands: 
t be Father, I will, that they alſo, whom thou haj! given 
ughtſ zue, be with me, where 7 am, that they may behold my 
ere; [Glory ©. Which Viſion, as it will be ſweet and 
2 en- raviſhing, ſo it will be both powerful and tranſ- 
If 70 forming; for, when he ſhall appear, we {ball be like 
from] him, for we ſhall ſee him as he is d. Moreover, the 
med Duration of this Felicity, will till increale their 


ale F 2 Joy. 


y Plat, xxx. 7. 
ie, i. 18 


x 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
a 1 Cor. X11. 12. 
4 1 Joh. iii. 2. 


„Ital. W Prov. xiv. 10. 
az Iſa. X XX111. 17 
© Joh. xvii. 24. 
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Jay. Was it poſſible, for a Saint, in Glory, ta] atte 
imagine any Period, in which his Heaven {houldP be « 
expire, the very Thought would fink his Joy, and] wit 
fill his Mind with Sorrow. But, as the delightful} Lai 
State is fixed, beyond all Poltibility of a Change; has 
lo the happy Mind is ſecured from all MiſtakesÞ Kir 
concerning it. Ever) Subject, in the bliſsfulÞ the 
World, ſhall be fully aſſured, that the Kingdoi is] dor 
an e e King dome, the Inheritance incorrupti-] Ret 
ble, and the Crown of Glory, ſuch as fa deth notl 1 
away s. They ſhall be for ever with the Lord“; he] ſon 
ſhall be their everiaſting Light | ; and at his Rig e- tio! 
Hand, they ſball have Pleaſure for evermore *. Lo 
2. The Elect Angels will unite in this Joy and] of 
Triumph. Theſe wiſe and holy Creatures are Tr 
Subjects of the happy Society above. They are] wa: 
united in the general Aſſembly, with the Church] pre 
of the Firſt- born !; For God, in the Fulneſs of ſuc 
Times, gathers together in one, all Things in Cbriſt, I del 
both which are in Heaven, and which are on Earth m | enj 
And, as they have a Place among the ſhining Mul-] and 
titude, ſo will they bear a Part in the holy J riumph. en! 
They have the utmoſt Satisfaction in the unſearch- in 
able Riches ot Grace, and all the Methods in which] the 
it ſaves and glorifies the Elect: They did unite at me 
the Birth of our Redeemer, in praiſing of, and aſ-Þ Lc 
cribing Glory to, God, for Peace and Good-WillÞ het 
toward Men: It is their delightful Employ to attendſ wi! 
upon: and miniſter for, ien who are Heirs e 1s | 
Salvation: They rejoice at their Converſion o, andſ eve 
always behold the Face of their Father, who is} ma 
in Heaven, as being ready, with the greateſt Plea- be 
ure, to exert their noble Powers, at bis Command, Pr 
in any kind Office, for their good ?. They will Ut 
| _ attend} of 
the 
Et: 1. 11. 1 Pet. i. 4. Chap v. . I Theft} Af 
W195, a, K. 20: & Pſal. xvi. 11. ! Heb, x1. 


$2, 23. m Eph. i. 10. 1 Heb. i. 114. Luk. xv. 10. 
» Mat. xviii. 10. | | | 


ſons, will unite in this Joy. 
- tion will the Father look upon the Objects of his 
Love, and Choice, when adorned with the Bleſſings 

Por his Grace, and Compleat in Glory? With what 
Triumph will Immanuel lay hold of the Joy that 


was ter berore him, when his glorious Church is 


| af 


W ill 
. 


n 
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and, 
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| attend our Lord at his ſecond Coming 1, and ſhall 


be employed in gathering his Jewels to himſelf * 3 
with whom they will then unite, in ſinging to the 
Lamb, that fits upon the Throne: 
has been ſlain, redeemed his Choſen out of every 
Kindred, and Tongue, and People, and Nation; 
they will aſcribe to him, Power and Riches, Wiſ- 
pom and Strength, Honour, 8880 and Bleſing, 


And. Maier he 


Rev. v. 9, 10, 11, 12. 
Laſtly, God himdelf.. in nal the Three divine Per- 
With what Satisfac- 


preſented to him, without Spot or Wrinkle, or an 


| iuch Thing? 
| delighted, While he ſees his Work compleat, and 
enjoys che Fruit of all his gracious Operations, in, 


Nor will the Holy Ghoſt be leis 


and upon, the Hearts of the Flect; in quickening, 


Jenligiicening, comforting, and ſtrengthening them; 


in ſecuring them againſt the Power, and cleanſing 

them trom the Filth of Sin, and making them a 

meet, and an eternal Habitation for God. The 
Lord rejoices over them, to do them good, while 
here ; and, therefore, with what infinite Delight 
will he behold them, when every Veſſel of Mercy 
is filled with the Fulneſs of God; the Bride, in 
every Member thereof, ready, adorned in her ulti- 
mate Beauty: When the End of all his Works ſhall 
be anſwered, his Purpoſes accompliſhed, and his 
| Promiſes fulfilled : The Saints are all come to the 


will} Unity of the Faith, and of the Knowledge of the Son 
Wand of God, unto a perfect Man, unto the Meaſure of 


Theſſ. 


b. x11. 
V. 10. | 


the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt: The ſolemn 
bh is gathered, and the Lord himſelf ſhouts 
in 


2 Theſl. i. 7. Matt. xiii. 30. 


— 


Miſery; for he only is the Way, Truth, and Life 5 
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in Triumph, and rejoices over them with Foy and Pre 


Singing! Thus, in his Preſence, there Hall be 4 let 


Fulneſs of Foy* ; it ſhall extend to, and fill everyſyh; 
Member of the Came, God, Angels, and Gl 
Men. - Sal 


di 
A few Remarks upon what has been ſaid. And, ah 


Firſt, If the Work of Salvation ” committed clai 


to Jeſus Chriſt, then let us learn, 1. Not to ex- Idiſc 


pect, or ſeek it from any other. Is vain is Sal. our 
vation boped for from the Hill, or from the Mullli- clot 


 Tude of Mountains; but truly in the Lord our God ige 


the Salvation of rael *z in Jehovah, Jeius Chriſt, lat h 


who is God over all, bleſſed tor ever: For there isher 
no other Name given among Men, whereby we calf x 


be ſaved w and to whom then ſhould we go, butſhs t 
to him, who bath the Words of eternal Life? Whine 


in this important Affair, we confide in, or expecthnd 


Relief from any other, either in whole, or in part, puſn 
our Confidence is vain, our Iiopes will be diſap- oyf 
pointed, we ſhail die in our Sin, and fink in ourſkin, 


No Man cometh a 10 the Father but by him", Let; 
us therefore ſhut our Eyes upon every Way, andhr, 3 


our Ears againit every Voice, that direct not to 


Jeſus: To Kia Blood for Pardon; to his Righte-P ge 


ouſneſs for Acceptance with God; and to his Grace- TR 


fulneſs tor complete Salvation and eternal Bliſs ;$o{; 


for, in all this, he is the Alpha and Omega, thehh ait 


Beginning and the End. Wor 

2. If he performs this Work, then let him bear pp 
the Glory. As the Father has appointed him to 
the one, fo has he intitled him to the other: Hehe, 


Hall build the TEMPLE of the Lord, and be fhallh,,,.. 


bear the Glory*. Since he only was in the Wine— of 
| Preſs, Hi 


| , 
$ Thel. i iv. 16. Zeph. 111. 17. t Pſalm xvi. 11. * Jer. lo 


iii. 23, Ads iv. 12, John vi. 68, „ Chap. xiv. 6. 
* Zech. vi. 13. | : + Ri 
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nd Preſs, let us not thruſt him out of the Throne; 
a let us watch againſt that innate Pride of our Hearts, 
ery which fo naturally detracts from IMMANUEL's 
ind Glory, to proclaim our 074: ! raiſe, by aſcribing 
Salvation to our own rin, either directly, or in- 
directly, in whole or in part: For, in ſo doing, 
8. we, in reality, expoſe our Nakedneſs, and pro- 
reclaim our own Shame; on the contrary, as we beſt . 
Ex-qdiſcharge our Duty, by e moſt loudly proclaim 
our Virtue, by aſcribing Glory to the Lamb; we 
ak clothe our Heads wich moſt real Honour, while 
d ige pluck our Crowns from them, and caſt them 
r ith at his Feet ; acknowledeing from whom we received 
e 15Þthem, by vom we are : raiſed to ſuch Honour, and 
£a3hf whom we have all our Bliſs. Tis enough for 
buthus that our Lips can greatly rejoice, while we ſing 
Ii,hunto Him, by whom our Souls are redeemed ; 
pcthnd therefore let our Tongues talk of his Righte- | 
art, puſneſs all the Day long. Let us unite with the 
lap- oyful Revelator, in ſinging unto the Prince of the 
OltKings of the Earth, unto him that has loved us, 
ate yd waſhed us from our Sins in his own Blood, and 
Lethis made us Kings end Prieſts unto God and his 
and. Father, to HIM be Glory and Dominion, for ever 
Tt nd ever. Amen: 

che-] Secondly, It this Work ſhall ſurely be med - 
race-þ en, how ſhould this animate the Minds of all 
lis ; thoſe, who are looking to Jefus, truſting, and 
_thek vaiting for his Salvation? What though the 
Work be difficult, and meet with Mountains of 
bear )ppolition, yet let not your Heart be troubled, nei- 
m oy ber let it be afraid®. Remember that our Re- 
*Feemer is mighty to fave; yea, able to ſave to the 

ſhall ttermoſt, all that come unto God by him ©. *Tis im- 
Vine-Joſſible the Work ſhould miſcarry in his Hand. 
*relS-Fis Arm is too ſtrong, and his Heart too faithful, 
__ loſe any thing of what the Father hath given 43% 
37 5 | ci Os 


Rev. i. 5, 6, d Joh xiv. 1. © Iſai, Idlii. 1. Heb. vii. 25, 
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who think to recommend themſelves to the divind 


[ 40 
His Sheep ſhall never periſh a; d; and, therefore; let not Ha 


the weakeſt of his Flock be diſcouraged ; tor hefſ| va 


will neither forget you, nor leave you behind him. ce; 
He will gather the Lambs with his Arms, yea, carry] thi 
them in bi Boſom, and gently lead them that are wiib th 


young ©, He will demean himſelf in the Whole off Sa 


his Conduct toward you, according to the Cir-] in 


cumſtance you are in, and fo, as effectually to up 
ſecure your Safety in, and Deliverance from, alli ſay 


your Troubles. Your Enemies may be many] Sc. 
and Mighty, and their Malice not inferior to theirſ we 


Power or Number; yet he, who ſitteth in the W 
Heavens, ſhall laugh, he ſhall have them in De. ſuc 


riſion, and reign till they are put under his Feet. the 
Sin within you may be ſtrong, and violent in its Th 


Motions ; and you may be much diſtreſſed upon He. 


account of its Guilt, Power, and Pollution; but ma 


he ſhall ſubdue your Iniquities, and cleanſe you line 
from your Blood i. Spiritual Wickedneſſes in high ow 


Places, may often attack you, and ſometimes af. Habe 
fright you, as if they were able, and ready to de-Bſuc 
{troy : But the God of Peace, ſhall bruiſe Satail Fer 
under your Feet ſhortly s: If you paſs though Water, 
and Fire, he will be with you, ſo that the oneÞJeſ 


ſhall not overflow, nor the other conſume you *.hay 


You may be afflicted, toſſed with Tempeſts and not 
comforted; and the Storm may ſometimes riſe 1c 


high, that you may think of periſhing ; but theſcry 


compaſſionate Redeemer, will, in time enough rem 
awake, command a Calm, ſink your Fears, and 
fave you from the Danger. 

Thirdly, If this Work is entirely of Grace 
then, 1. Let this check the Confidence of thoſe, 


Regard, and intereſt themſelves in the Salvationſgive 
of Jefus, by Works of Righteouſneſs which theyÞrz 


have 


« John x. 28. <Ifa. xl, 11. f Amos vii. 19. Joel ii Ro! 
21» a Rom. xvi. 20. „ lia. xliii. 2. J. 


10 
he vain; and all Hopes, ſupported by ſuch a Con- 
ceit, will prove like the Spider's Web, and be as 
the giving up of the Ghoſt, when God takes away 
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All ſuch Confidence i -- 


the deluded Soul. For it Righteouſneſs, Lite, and 
Salvation, come by the Law, then Chriſt died 
in vain; and if Salvation through Chriſt, be had, 

upon Condition of our Obedience, then we are 
ſaved through a Covenant of Works; and the 
Scripture mult be utterly falſe, which affirms, that 
we are not ſaved by, nor ſo much as according to, 
Works of Righteouſneſs which we have done. Ter 
ſuch is the Pride and Vanity of Men's Minds, that 
they will attempt reaching Heaven by this Babel: 

They being Strangers to the Plague of their own 
Hearts, and that Filth which ſtains every Perfor- 
mance, and ignorant of the Righteouſneſs and Ho- 
lineſs of God ; they think, what glitters in their 
own Eyes, muſt do ſo in his; and therefore, ga 
about, to eſtabliſh their own Righteouſneſs. But let 
ſuch read their Doom, in a ruined, though zealous 


ata Few +. 


ater, 
oneſJeſus, though unworthy of it. 


2. Let none deſpair of Relief at the Hands of 
Indeed, if you 


ou b. have a proper Senſe of the wretched Depravity of 
1 noffyour Nature, the Plague of your own Hearts, and 
ſe ſathe Evil of your Conduct, you will be ready ta 
t thefſcry out, Woe is me, for 1 am undone”. But 
* remember, that help is laid upon one that is mighty * ; 
 andfand that for thoſe who have deſtroyed themſelves, 
And though you ſhould be the Chief of Sinners, 
et *tis a faithful Saying, and worthy of all Accepta- 
ion, that Chriſt Feſus came into the Werid to javs 
luch ]; and the Mine and Milk of his Salvation, are 
Piven unto them, without Money, and without 
ieee He gr raciouſly invites the Labouring and 
G beavy 


race 
choſe 
livinq 
atio 
the 

have 


Joel iii Rom. x. 3. and ix. 33. k Pſal. Ixx+ix, 19. 


| 1 Tim. i. 
5. Na. Iv. 1, | | 
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heavy laden Soul to come to him n; and poſitively 
declares, be will in no wiſe caſt him out o: He ſhall 
find reſt, drink of the Rivers of his Pleaſure, and 
be abundantly ſatisfied, Tis neither the Multi- 
tude, nor Magnitude of your Sins, that ſhall pre- 
vail with him, to withhold the kleſſings of his 
Salvation from you. As it is not any Holineſs of 
yours, that can intereſt you in it; ſo it is not your 
Vileneſs that ſhall exclude you from it. For, in 
conferring Salvation and eternal Glory upon his 


People, he has no Regard to either their Holineſs Þ 
or their Sin, as a Motive to induce him, either to 


give, or to withhold : But in this Work He ig gru 


cious to whom he will be gracious, and hath Mercy on 
whom he will have Mercy v; that it might not be] 
dependant upon the Will, or Deed of the Crea- F 
And, indeed, though this be diſpleaſing to F 
who cannot indure that 1olid F 
held forth in 
the Scripture ; that the Diſtribution of all the Bleſ- Þ? 


ture. 
a proud Phariſee, 
Truth, ſo rational, and ſo cloſely 


ſings, both of Grace and Glory, is regulated by 


the ſovereign Will, and 


Creature; 
is no good Thing in him, or can come from him, 


that he would at once, bid a forrowful Farewel, to Þ! 
all Hopes of being relcaſed from his Thraldom, and 


advanced to the Throne above. But while he 
hears that Salvation to Sinners, is not according 
to their Merit, but according to God's Mercy, 
and that this Mercy ariſes purely from the Greatneſs 
of his Love to them; while he hears of full, and 

| free 
9 John. vi. 37. 


n Mat. 31. 28. 


p Rom. 1x. 15. 


5 - 


good Pleaſure of God; 
yet it is the only Conſideration, that can ſupport Þ 
the Mind of a Sinner, duly Gnfible of his Sin and] 
Miſery, from ſinking in Deſpair. Could he be! 
perſuaded, that Salvation depends upon ſome Con- | 
dition required of, and to be performed by, the 
he is fo thoroughly ſenſible, that there Þ 
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| fee Redemption through the Blood of fChriſt, and 
Acceptance with God through his Righteouſnes 8; 
this encourages him to hope, that though Hell be 
| his Deſert, yet Heaven may be his 
is well pleated with, thankfully and joyfully receives, 
the glorious Truth, that where Sin has abouiided, 
| Grace aid much more abound *. 
| concludes, not to continue in his Sin, but to turn 
from it; to flee to the Refuge, and lay hold of the 
Hope, ſet before him, crying, 
4 Sinner. 


Portion. He 


Upon which he 


Laſtly, Since ſo much 1 Toy ſhall commence upon 


the Completion of this Work, let this ſerve to 
mitigate all our Sorrows while lere, 
us to Patience under the ſharpeſt Con nflicts. Let 
us paſs chearfully, though through much Tribula- 
tion, having our Eye zubon the exceeding great 
ö Recompence of Reward 
Life, ſhall appear, then 2 due alſo appear with him 
in Glory. 
of our Mind, be ſobe 


and provoke 


hen Chriſt, . is 04r 


Should we not-then gird up the Loins 


our Spirits above the 
The Time is 
and, therefore, 


and ſo are the deepeſt* 


Let us never vex our Minds, becauſe our Portion 

of worldly Property is but ſmall ; ſince God has 

provided ſome better Thing for us. What, though 

we are Strangers and Pilorims here on Earth, and 

be treated as ; ſuch, while we pa!s the Time of our 
e ſojourning; 

4 Rom. v. 20. Col. 1 


4. 2 1 Cor. vii. 30. 
% Pet. iv. 7. 


Cd be merciful to me 


and hope to the End, for 
the Grace that ſhall be brougl. at this his appear- 
ing. Let the Thoughts of our incorruptible In- 
beritance, and the joy of our Land into which we 

ſhall ſurely enter, bear u 
Sorrows of this preſent World. 

ſhort, cours are but for a Moment; 


let thoſe that weep, be as thoſe that wept not *. 


Daily Experience ſhews us, that the deareſt Com- 
forts here below are mortal; 


Griefs, for the End of all theſe Things is at hand *. 
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ſojournirg; yet, the Lines are fallen to us in plea- 


{ant Places. and we have a goodly Heritage, We 


ſhall quickly leave the Wilderneſs, paſs over r Jordan, 


and enter Immanuel's Land; where there thall ba 


no more Death, neither Sorrow nor Crying, neither 

hall there be any more n for the former Things 
will be paſſed away n. 

Thus I have endeavoured to improve this Paſſage 
of Scripture, recommended for this Purpoſe, by] 
our then dying Brother. May 
us, with the like Heart-affecting and God-exalting| 
Views of divine Grace, as rejoiced his Soul, when, | 
upon the Borders of an eternal World, he read over 


thoſe Words. 


It may now be expected 1 ſhould tos: 2 Wordl 


I have, indeed, no Incli-f 
nation to erect Encomiums over the Duſt of the] 


Deceaſed, and am far from thinking, that he deſired 
any Honour ſhould be done to him. However, 


we may juſtly ſet up an Altar to God, for the Grace 


he beſtowed upon him. And, all that I {hall ſay, 
is only a Word of what, we have Ground to te 


rich Grace has done for his Soul, and this, with af 
View, to provoke us to glorify God on his Behalf. 

About the fifteenth Year of his Age, it pleaſed} 
the Lord to call him with an holy Calling, ; not] 
according to his Works, (as he was always ready 
to acknowledge) but according to a divine Purpoſe, 


and Grace, which was given him in Chriſt, before 


the World began. He not only convinced him of the 


Evil of his outward Conduct, the Folly, and Vanity of 
thoſe Ways and Things, i in which Perſons, of his Age 


and Circumſtances in the World, generally take 10 


much Pleaſure ; (eſteeming them no other than in- 
nocent) but he led him into the Myſtery of Iniquity, 
the wretched Depravity of human Nature, and the 
Plague of his own Heart: He alſo poured upon 

hos him 


u Rey. XXi, 4. 


the Lord favourt 


did alſo cauſe his Ear to hear; 
that, in fo ſhort a Time, after his Soul was brought - 
to cry out for God, even the Living God, he ſo 
remarkably directed him into the Truth as it is in 
He led his thirſty keavy-laden Soul to 
Chriſt, as the Fountain of Life, and Reſt of his 
God, who commanded the Light to ſhine 

out of Darkneſs, did truly thine into his Heart, to 
give him the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
He was 
bleſſed with a clear conſiſtent Idea of the Doctrines 
of ſovereign diſcriminating Grace: 
„well eſtabliſhed upon them, and much delighted in 
them, and therefore he zealouſly adhered to them, 
| conſtantly attended upon them, and continued ſted- 
Though he was young in Vears, yet 
he was not 722 in Knowledge : He was not a Child, 

[| toſſed to and Ir9, and carried about, with every 
He held faſt the Redeemer's 
Name, had bought the Truib and would not /e!l 


People. 


Hope of the Goſpel. 


45 J 
him a peculiar Meaſure of the Spirit of Grace and 
Supplication , ſo that it might be ſaid of him, as it 


was of Saul, Bebold he prayeth. 


His Zeal and 
| Fervor, and the Weight and Importance of his 


Words, in crying unto God, were admired by many, 


among whom he was called to that Exerciſe. 


his Requeits : 


Jeſus : 


of God, in the Face of Jeſus Chriſt. 


faſt in them. 


Wind of Doctrine 


Nor 


was the Lord leſs gracious to him in attending to 
He, who had prepared the Heart, 
as was manifeſt, in 


His Heart was 


it: Nor did afl rhe Temptations he met with, 


le from within and without, ever move him from 54 
His Love for it was hearty 


and ſincere, as appeared from the tender Regard he 


ing Reproach upon it. 


of had for its Honour, and his conſtant Fear of bring-, 
For, as in the latter Part of 


his Time, he was much exerciſed with the Strength 


[of indwelling Sin, and, in a very ſenſible Manner, 


felt the Fleſh luſting againſt the Spirit; ſo, he would 


2 „„ „ 


often, with Sighs and Groans, cry aut, «< I am 
<« afraid 
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de afraid I ſhall prove a Scandal to the Goſpel, and 
the Profeſſors of it.” My Ears have been Wit- 
neſs to a Multitude of ſuch Groans; but never did 
1 hear him cry out, for Fear of divine Wrath: 


his Death; and ſpeaking to him of the greatneſs 
of his Pain, he replied, It is better to lie in this 
|. Condition, 
| « Chriſt,” Oh 


ö Jeſus, than reproach him and his Cauſe. 


I And as divine Grace led him to truſt in Chriſt as 
242i Saviour, ſo it alſo ſweetly bowed his Mind to his 
Sceptre, and inclined him to acknowledge him as 


his King. And therefore, upon Conviction that it 
was his Duty to walk in his Ordinances, and ob- 
ſerve all his Commandments, and being ſenfible 
| that Water Bopiiſm was what he had commanded, 


it, and thoſe who obſerve it; 


of his Father, his Saviour, and his Comforter, a 
little after the ſixteenth Year of his Age. 


every Obſtacle that lay in his Way. His Heart 
was inſpired with that Love which is fronger than 
Death, and which many Waters cannot quench. And 


convinced that it was his Duty, as well as Privi- 
N lege, to fill up a Place in, and obſerve the Orders 
of his Houſe, he allo gave himſelf up 


Church by the Will of God; in which Relation he 
continued 


His Fear was the Fear of a Son, and not of a lade. 
We may take an Eſtimate of his Love to the Gof-| 
pel, from his own Words, to a Brother who viſited 
him, when lying in thoſe Tortures, which iſſued in 


than be a Scandal to the Goſpel of 
pure Love! To chuſe rather to 
|| be tortured in the Hand, and under the Rod, of 


though he knew the general Contempt caſt upon | 


yet he ſubmitted to 
it and embraced it, and was baptized | in the Name | 


And, I.. 
_ conſidering the Situation he was in, and the Cir- | 
cumſtances that attended him, (which, for ſome 
Reaſons, I forbear to mention) it muſt be great j; 
Grace that was upon him, and carried him above | 


as he thus gave himſelf to the Lord, and being | 


to this B. 
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ed ſtedfaſt, filling up his Place, and diſ- 


ſake the aſſembling of themſelves together: but in 
our Church- meetings, private Conferences, &c. he 
was there; he conſtantly attended upon the Word 
reached, as has been obſerv'd, and never was ab- 
1 ſent from the Lord's Table, when called to com- 
memorate the Death of his Redeemer, till the laſt 
Time we eat that Bread, and drank that Cup; 


which was ſtretched forth, to take him to an higher 


expected by him, or us. But, alas! we know not 


little Time, and then venifheth away. He, who 
had determined his Days, and with whom the Num- 
ber of his Months were, did, at this unexpected 
led, Jim 5 

Time, 
the Stroke of Death, and ſent the Chariot of his 
Love to conduct him to the Real; ius of everlaſting 
Ame F 3 1 1 #2” 4 . 

Bliſs. In the former Part of his Hinefſs his Mind 
was not ſo comfortable, nor his Evidence of Intereſt 


nd, in Chriſt ſo clear, as was deſired. Yet he declared 


he could not caſt away his Hope, in what God 
ome ſhad done for his Soul; his Hope was not cut off 
Teal Nike a Spider's Web; it entered within the Vail, 
whither Jeſus, the Forerunner, was for him enter'd; 

and therefore was as the Anchor of his Soul, 


han oth ſure and ſtedfaſt; and yet, in this darkiſh 


And rame of Mind, his Cry was more for Patience 
vi than for Comfort. He was more careful of God's 


onour, than his own Conſolation ; and more fear- 
Ful of offending him, by an impatient Mind under 
his Rod, than of being without ſenſible Enjoy- 
ents. But the Lord, who looks down from 

Heaven, 


charging his Duty, as a Member of the Body. 
Rarely, very rarely, was his Preſence wanting in 
ſocial Worſhip ; he was not one of thoſe, who for- 


0 when he was prevented, by his Father's Hand, 
. 
Entertainment. His Death was, at this time, little 


what ſhall be on the Merrow: For what is our 
Life? It is even a Vapour, which appeareth for a 


commiſſion the King of Terrors to ſtrike. 


—_ GO 9 — — — — <a 


removed all his Scruples, and ſcattered all hi 
Fears; and gave him clearly to fee, that thouglſf 
his Fleſh and Heart were failing him; yet God was 
the Strength of his Hcart, and his Fortion for * 
Ever. 


ſhocking Fit of Pain, he having a little Relief from 
it, ſat and ſpoke very chearfully of the Frame off 


of the Day; at which Time it did a little affec 
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Heaven, hears the Priſoners Groan, and deſpiſc; 
not the Prayer of the Deſtitute; he ſaw his long 
ing and labouring Mind, heard the Deſires of hi 


Soul, and ſatisfied them; for he not only bleſſed 


him with a remarkable Degree of Patience, but 


the Day before he was called to his Reſt, graciouſly 


In the Evening [ viſited TE and, after a very 


his Mind ; told me, that God had delivered himf 


from all the Fears of Death, and entirely recon- 


ciled him to the divine Will, in calling him hence; 
the Pleaſure he had in the Thoughts of being anf 
Inhabitant of the New Jeruſalem, and that his Ded 
fire was, that God would favour him with a calm 
and ſerene Mind, while in the Body, that he might} 
now and then ſpeak a Word for him. But, in 4 
little Time, his Pain return'd upon him; he de- 
ſired to be laid down upon his Bed; Which being 
done, he lift up his Eyes with an Air of Pleaſure, 


and ſaid, „It is happy lying in this Condition, | 


cc with a View of an Intereſt in Chriſt.” His 


Pain that Night continued very ſharp; he was| 
filled with Toſſings to and fro, to the Dawning 


his Reaſon; in which Condition ] left him, the 


laſt Time I ſaw his Body in Union with the living 


Soul. But after this, the Lord, in Mercy, di 


mitigate his Pain, gave him the perfect Exerciſe 


of his Reaſon, and favoured him with ſtrong Con- 
ſolation. He enlarged his Heart with a Senſe o 


his Love, and a View of the glorious Goſpel o 
Chriſt; and filled his Mouth with the exceeding 


gre a 


— 
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Pric; great and precious Promiſes; of which he ſpoke 

nge with much Freedom and Pleaſure; ſtrongly recom- 

h mending the Religion of Jeſus, to thoſe who were 
St | round about him, intermixing his Diſcourſe, with 
buf Kxpreions of his Deſire to Geha and be with 

out; Chriſt. Sometimes uling che Words of dying 


25 | Stephen, Lord 7 Jeſuls, PELCCEVE ay 10 Dar: 4 ; and ſome- 
ers times the Words of the Church, ten jo, come Lord 
was 


{ Feſtus. Ang io tell a leep ! 1 the ft ord, ON the 21ſt 
10I © 4 
| LAY of 7 7 Aue, 17 53» 11 the OP. Year or 15 Age. 
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